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If you need a holiday helper over the next several days, try 
television.

Since Christmas is on a Thursday this year, there’s still plenty 
of seasonal programming to come. It’s actually more than 
“some,” since certain outlets are investing so heavily in yuletide 
fare before and on Dec. 25, Santa will have no doubt that it’s 
time to get in his sleigh.

Here’s a look at a number of the highlights yet to be seen.
“The Sound of Music” (Sunday, Dec. 21, ABC): The Oscar-

winning, Julie Andrews-starring musical saga of the Von Trapp 
family is a favorite at this time of year ... and it’s on the verge 
of a milestone, since 2015 will mark its 50th anniversary.

“Jingle All the Way 2” (Sunday, USA Network): Larry 
the Cable Guy isn’t likely to be mistaken for Arnold 
Schwarzenegger as he assumes the lead in this comedy sequel 
about another frantic race to find another scarce toy.

“Miracle on 34th Street” (Monday, Dec. 22, AMC): Take your 
pick of department-store Santa, Oscar winner Edmund Gwenn 
or the update’s Richard Attenborough, as showings of the 1947 
and 1994 versions alternate throughout the day.

“Home Alone” (Tuesday, Dec. 23, ABC Family): Accidentally 
left behind by his vacation-bound family, resourceful young 
Kevin (Macaulay Culkin) shows two thieves (Joe Pesci, Daniel 
Stern) they picked the wrong house to target in the 1991 
comedy movie.

“White Christmas” (Tuesday, AMC): Memorable Irving 
Berlin music underscores the teamwork of Bing Crosby and 
Danny Kaye as soldiers turned showbiz partners, in the 60th-
anniversary year of this classic also starring Rosemary Clooney.

“Black Nativity” (Wednesday, Dec. 24, HBO): Forest 
Whitaker and Angela Bassett play a teen’s (Jacob Latimore) 
estranged grandparents in the premium-cable premiere of this 
2013 film, based on Langston Hughes’ musical play.

“It’s a Wonderful Life” (Wednesday, Dec. 24, NBC): Though 
it also is shown earlier in the month, director Frank Capra’s 
1946 tale of beleaguered George Bailey (James Stewart) and 
a redemptive novice angel named Clarence (Henry Travers) 
remains a Christmas Eve viewing tradition for many.

“A Christmas Story” (Wednesday, TBS and TNT): The annual 
24-hour marathon of Ralphie (Peter Billingsley) wanting a very 
special holiday gift – despite Mom’s (Melinda Dillon) familiar 
warning, “You’ll shoot your eye out” – gets an extra avenue this 
time as TNT joins the event’s traditional site, TBS.

“Disney Parks Frozen Christmas Celebration” (Thursday, 
ABC): Do you have a memory of a past Disney Christmas 
Parade? Well, let it go! (Sorry. We had to.) The company bases 
its annual extravaganza on its recent box-office blockbuster ... 
and sisters Anna and Elsa surely will make an appearance.

“Call the Midwife Holiday Special 2014” (Thursday, PBS; 
check local listings): In this year’s extra edition of the series, 
Nonnatus House’s nuns and nurses try to navigate the extra 
mayhem generated by an upcoming Christmas concert.

“Northpole” (Thursday, Hallmark Channel): The fantasy 
casting Robert Wagner and Jill St. John as another famous 
couple, Santa and Mrs. Claus, is included in an all-day festival 
of the channel’s most recent holiday movies.

By Jay BoBBin

Editor's choice

Julie Andrews stars in “The Sound of Music” Sunday on ABC.
            Click here for more on this special!
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Christmas on TV:   
A few of our favorite things

http://abc.go.com/
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AlRokER
of ‘Today’ on NBC and ‘Wake Up With Al’ on The Weather Channel

Doing your dual duty on ‘Today’ and ‘Wake 
Up With Al,’ which involves very early hours 
and sometimes tricky logistics, how have 
weekday mornings been going for you? 
You know, a lot of people have the same dance 
and the same early hours. My dad was a bus 
driver and worked these hours, so it’s all good, 
to be able to broadcast into people’s homes and 
drill down and really be able to give them a 
detailed forecast on The Weather Channel. 
And then on ‘Today,’ you’re sitting next to Neil 
Diamond and Lionel Richie and talking to Alicia 
Keys. You just go down the list, and it’s pretty 
amazing.

How was it for you to return recently to your 
alma mater, the State University of New 
York at Oswego, to participate in a “media 
summit” with Charlie Rose among others? 
It was a hoot. Let’s face it, you’re coming back 
a little different than when you left. We all 
have – well, maybe we all don’t, but I do – this 
dream of coming back as kind of a big deal and 
a success, and you get to come back and you’re 
a success. And people appreciate it. And that’s a 
good thing.

Are you happy about the bounty of activity 
that your wife, ABC reporter Deborah 
Roberts, has had lately? 
Yeah, she’s very busy, doing stuff not only 
for “20/20” now but also for “Nightline” and 
“Good Morning America” and “World News 
Tonight.” She’s very good at what she does, and 
thankfully, they recognize that at ABC News.

JAy BoBBin'S Q&A

How did you come up with the terrific 
opening to last year’s Christmas 
special – you and your band warming 
up in a hallway, singing “Blue 
Christmas”? 
It’s funny. That wasn’t supposed to be 
the opening. ... We were sitting backstage 
and I was just warming up with my boys 
... and one of the producers came and 
said, “Dude, that sounds great. Why 
don’t you just start like that, with just 
you guys in the hallway?” And so we did 
and it was a blast. Actually, this year we 
have some continuity because of the fact 
that I thought it worked so well for that 
... that I thought I would take requests 
and do a section just like that, unplugged 
with the four of us guys just sitting there 
and no rehearsal (laughs), some really 
cool requests. And we had a blast. I 
think it’s probably for me ... my musical 
highlight of the show, for what I did.

Do you have a list of performers you’d 
like to get on your Christmas shows? 
Absolutely. ... Honestly, you’ll think I’m 
nuts but my number one want was really 
Adam Sandler. I’d love to have Adam on 
the show. I’d love to do “The Hanukkah 
Song” with him. That would be like my 
“there we go, that’s good; life is good.” 
I just really like him and I like what he 
does. I like his movies a lot. I like his 
humor.

MiChAelBuBLé
 of ‘Michael Bublé’s Christmas in New York’ on NBC

Click here for more of Al

  GeorGe DiCkie'S Q&A

CELEBRITY
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Click here for more  on 
Michael 
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GeorGe DiCkie'S Q&A

liNdYBooTH
You hail from the Toronto suburb of 
Oakville. There had to be a fair amount of 
work for actors there, correct? 
Yeah. Toronto has an incredible – incredible 
– film community. It’s amazing. Obviously a 
lot of American projects go up there to shoot 
because professionally, when I was starting 
out, all the tax incentives and stuff that were 
happening then, and just the dollar was weak 
and so people went up there and shot. And so 
there was a huge American community shooting 
up there, which I got sucked into pretty quickly. 
I did a kids show for Fox Kids and then I 
worked on the Disney Channel for a year as 
well. And so I did all that, and then there’s 
also this amazing local film community that I 
would spend my downtime doing independent 
community films. It’s a very vibrant, supportive 
community.

At what point did you decide to move to Los 
Angeles? 
It took me a really long time. I really thought I 
was going to live my whole life in Toronto just 
because I worked so much there. But around 
maybe 10 years ago, I started spending more 
and more time down here just for various 
auditions and meetings, and I got signed to a 
holding deal with Warner Bros. Television, and 
that’s when I made the move because it just 
made more sense to be down here. ... L.A. is an 
industry town and this is where my industry of 
choice is. If I worked in cars, I would have gone 
to Detroit (laughs).

Click here for more of  
 Lindy
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CArlAHALL
GeorGe DiCkie'S WhAT'S for Dinner

Click here for more of 
‘The Chew’
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of ‘The librarians’ on TNT
‘The Chew’s’ Carla hall on avoiding holiday disasters

Nothing can inspire fear in the newbie 
holiday chef quite like cooking a turkey.

In addition to being a large, physically 
imposing dish, it’s such a high-profile meal 
that if you over or undercook it, the day 
could be ruined – which, of course, your 
family will never let you live down.

It’s why Carla Hall of ABC’s weekday 
culinary series “The Chew,” created a video 
that was packaged with holiday dinners sold 
by the Fairway Market chain that walks 
cooks through the process.

“It was step by step,” Hall says. “I said, 
‘This is what you do on Wednesday.’ 
And so I had them do a dry brine, put the 
veggies in the cavity, put the butter under 
the skin. I’m like, ‘OK, that’s 15 minutes of 
work. That’s what you do on Wednesday.’ 
And then the next part, ‘OK, it’s Thursday. 
You’re going to pull your turkey out. You 
need five hours from this point until you 
want your turkey.

“ ‘Pull it out but leave it out for at least 45 
minutes on the counter. Turn the oven on, 
put that baby in there.’ And I just stepped 
them through it. And I think having a video 
of someone telling you exactly what to do, 
it was as if I was there ... . And they all said 
that it turned out. But it was scary – a lot of 
pressure.”

As for common holiday meal mistakes, 
Hall says, “The biggest mistake (people) 
make is they don’t plan according to the 
space in the oven,” she says. “So I would 
say that you plan a meal based on what can 
be done on top of the stove. And literally 
get the pots out and put them on the stove. 
And then aside from the meat, which can sit 
out and rest, put everything else in the oven 
and see what space you have and have some 
room-temperature things. If you have to do 
a crockpot ... do that. Timing is what people 
get messed up, in terms of everything 
coming out on time and hot – or cold.”

What book are you currently reading?
“I just finished ‘Pilgrim.’ And I just got another ... ‘Unstuff Your Life: Kick the Habit of 

Clutter.’ (Laughs) It’s really great going into the new year.”

What did you have for dinner last night?
“I actually went to the Plaza Food Hall (in Manhattan) ... and I had Peking duck buns, 

prosciutto and fig pizza, some octopus and some salad.”

What is your next project?
“I am working on opening a restaurant here in Manhattan, and it’s Carla Hall’s Southern 

Kitchen, Nashville’s Hot Chicken and Southern Sides. So fingers crossed that it’s late 
spring/early summer.”

When was the last vacation you took, where and why?
“Canyon Ranch (in Tucson, Ariz.). It was the summer, and that trip was about every 

day doing something I’d never done before. So I did the climbing wall, I did the high 
ropes challenge, I did a level four hike, I did Zumba. (laughs) ... It was scary but it was 
something that was so awesome about being scared and then doing it anyway.”

http://www.tntdrama.com/shows/the-librarians.html
http://abc.go.com/shows/the-chew/cast/carla-hall


-He is known mainly to most audiences as 
one of the co-hosts of ABC’s 2012 daytime 
talk show, “The Revolution.”

-Pasternak holds a Master of Science in 
Exercise Physiology and Nutritional Sciences 
from the University of Toronto and an Honors 
Degree in Kinesiology from University of 
Western Ontario.

-He is certified by The American College of 
Sports Medicine and The Canadian Society 
of Exercise Physiology, and served as an 
exercise and nutrition scientist for Canada’s 
Department of National Defense.

-His work was published in the scientific 
journal, Medicine and Science in Sport and 
Exercise in 2003 and in The Canadian Journal 
of Sports Medicine.

-As a fitness and nutrition specialist, 
Pasternak has trained many celebrities 
including Lady Gaga, Halle Berry, Katy 
Perry, Megan Fox, Robert Downey Jr., Robert 
Pattinson and Jessica Simpson.

-In addition to his hosting on “The 
Revolution,” Pasternak has made multiple 
appearances on American and Canadian 

daytime talk shows and news programs, along 
with serving as a guest judge on “Germany’s 
Next Top Model” and “Canada’s Next Top 
Model.”

-Pasternak appears as himself doing a 
fitness routine with Megan Fox in the 2014 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles film.

-He is a New York Times best-selling 
author, whose books include “5-Factor 
Fitness,” “5-Factor Diet,” “The 5-Factor 
World Diet” and “The Body Reset Diet.” His 
titles have attained global bestseller status, 
which has led to translation in 14 languages 
in over 25 countries around the globe.

-Pasternak has endorsed several products, 
including the video game “Harley Pasternak’s 
Hollywood Workout” for Wii and the Xbox 
360 with Kinect, along with a food and DVD 
fitness line based on the ”5-Factor” plan.

-Pasternak has made worldwide speaking 
appearances in over 30 countries for a 
diversity of Fortune 500 companies, health 
and fitness organizations and government 
entities.

Michael Bublé of “Michael Bublé’s Christmas in 
New York” on NBC
“I’m a sports guy, so it’s either NFL football or 
hockey or baseball, when it’s on – anything. Yeah, I’m 
that guy. I love sports. I love playing fantasy stuff and 
all that stuff.”
Barbara Walters of “Barbara Walters Presents: 
The 10 Most Fascinating People of 2014” on ABC
“I watch television mostly in the morning. I’ll get 
up and put on ‘GMA’ (‘Good Morning America’) 
just to make sure the world is still there, as they say. 
And I watch ‘The View,’ but I don’t watch a lot of 
television.”
Kix Brooks of “American Country Countdown 
Awards” on Fox
“I’m so far behind, and everybody’s always asking 
me, ‘Did you see this? Did you see that?’ I was 

probably the last person to see ‘Breaking Bad,’ but 
right now, I’m into ‘True Detective.’ My days are 
really full. I don’t spend a lot of time watching 
television.”
Zane Lamprey of “Chug” on National Geographic 
Channel
“My DVR is full of the weirdest stuff. I have like 
‘Top Gear,’ I have specials on megaships. I have 
episodes of ‘Outlander.’ I have movies, ‘Harry Potter.’ 
Just whatever. I definitely live through my DVR. I 
don’t know that I’ve ever watched anything live. Even 
if it’s live, I’m still going to record it just because I 
don’t want to be like trapped by watching it like that. 
... My DVR is a very valuable commodity to me. My 
cable box has been acting up and they tell me that if 
I bring it in I’ll lose everything on my DVR and I’m 
very apprehensive to bring that in.”

CeleBriTieS profileD

Celebs’ favorite shows

Click here for more  
of Harley

kix 
Brooks

C
CELEBRITY C

CELEBRITY

He’s one of the most thought-about people during the holiday 
season, though he isn’t real. But what if George Bailey was?

As played by James Stewart, the central character in the Frank 
Capra-directed 1946 movie classic “It’s a Wonderful Life” – again 
getting its traditional Christmas Eve showing Wednesday, Dec. 24, 
on NBC – popularized a notion that’s been used since in countless 
television-series episodes: “How would life and the people I know 
be different without me?”

Imagine for a moment that George actually did exist, that he still 
was around, and that he was asked for an update on his life.

“It really has been a wonderful life,” Bailey says. “If I hadn’t gone 
through what I did back then, particularly with the people I love 
seeming not to know who I was, I don’t know that I would have 
appreciated them – or the world – as much as I have.”

Bailey isn’t surprised that his story has had so much resonance 
with people for the better part of 70 years: “I think that, at one time 
or another, just about everybody wonders what they’d do with a 
second chance at life if they got it. Avoid the mistakes you made the 
first time, be more considerate of others, and just make the most of 
every opportunity you’re given.”

Does Bailey think often about Clarence, the then-novice angel 
who showed him the way back from the brink of desperation? 
“Oh, sure. How could I not? Without Clarence doing what he did, 
I would have missed out on so much – and I probably wouldn’t be 
here today. And you can only imagine how I feel every time I hear a 
bell ring.”

JAy BoBBin'S  CeleBriTy SCoop

‘GeorGeBAiLEy’

Click here for more 
on George

Born: 1907
Birthplace and current residence: 

Bedford Falls, N.Y.
Family info: Wife Mary; children 

are Pete, Janie, Zuzu and Tommy
Favorite saying: “Remember, no 

man is a failure who has friends.”
What he thinks of James Stewart 

as an actor: “Well, if they ever make 
a movie about me, he’s the guy I’d 
want playing me. Just very down-to-
earth and well-meaning. You could 

always see the goodness in him, and 
even if things didn’t go right for the 
people he played, you just knew in 
your heart that it wasn’t really their 
fault. Now that I think about it, it kind 
of reminds me of ... me.”

Page 8  YOUR TV LINK    December 21, 2014-December 27, 2014  December 21, 2014-December 27, 2014      YOUR TV LINK Page 9

hArleYPAsTERnAk
harley Pasternak – A Canadian-American personal trainer, motivational speaker, author and television host

http://www.harleypasternak.com/
http://www.imdb.com/character/ch0004658/
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By GeorGe Dickie

Pro wrestler Mike “The Miz” Mizanin goes out of 
his way to provide memorable moments for troops 
heading into combat on “WWE Tribute to the 
Troops,” but sometimes they do the same for him.

One happened several years ago when he was doing meet-
and-greets and autograph signings while over in Iraq and 
Afghanistan.

“One of the sergeants came up to me,” recalls Mizanin, a 
34-year-old Cleveland-area native, “and said, ‘Hey, this is a 
picture of you and my kid.’ And it was a baby. And he goes, 
‘You met my kid before I did.’ And I was like, ‘What?’ Like 
that just blew me away and it’s something I’ll take with me 
for the rest of my life, that he had a picture of me and his 
baby and I met his baby before he did.”

The hourlong special, which airs Saturday, Dec. 27, on 
NBC, chronicles a recent visit by WWE Superstars (of 
which Mizanin is one) and Divas in which they spent two 
days at Fort Benning, Ga., meeting and greeting active 
Army personnel and their families. It also highlights WWE’s 
annual goodwill tour overseas, where the wrestlers perform, 
and includes messages from NBCUniversal performers and 
personalities including Seth Meyers, Andy Cohen, Katherine 
Heigl, Lester Holt, Padma Lakshmi, Tom Brokaw, Carson 
Daly and Gwen Stefani. Florida Georgia Line will also 
perform.

Saying “we’re taking right up where Bob Hope left 
off,” Mizanin calls his experience entertaining the troops 
“incredible” and is amazed at the conditions they must 
endure.

“You don’t realize the sacrifice that our armed forces really 
go through until you actually go over there and see it,” he 
says. “I watched these kids – and I will says kids because 
these are 18-19-year-old kids basically putting their lives 
on the line for our freedom. And not only are they doing 
that, but going to these camps, these camps didn’t have any 
running water. I mean, can you imagine? You don’t realize 
what a privilege it is to actually have running water until 
you don’t have it.”

He’s similarly amazed by how they face danger as a 
matter-of-fact part of their lives.

“I was talking to this guy,” Mizanin recalls, “and we were 
in one of the armored vehicles and there was kind of a big, 
orange stick and it was just out of place out in front of the 
armored vehicle. And I was like, ‘What is that orange thing 
for?’ And he goes, ‘Oh, it blows up the mine before it blows 
us up.’ And I go, ‘Are you kidding me?’ And he goes, ‘No.’ 
I go, ‘Does this ever happen?’ He says, ‘Yeah, it happened 
yesterday.’

“And it was just like talking,” he continues. “It wasn’t like, 
‘Dude, it happened yesterday. You have no idea!’ It was just 
like, ‘Oh yeah, it happened yesterday,’ like this happens all 
the time, like it’s a daily thing. ...

“That’s something you don’t have to deal with here in the 
United States, and we’re thankful for that because of what 
they do over there for us.”

Mike “The Miz” Mizanin stars 
in “WWE Tribute to the Troops” 
Saturday on NBC.
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superstars 
and Divas  

give back on NBC’s ‘WWe 
Tribute to the Troops’

http://www.nbc.com/
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Tony Bennett, 
talking about 
his PBS “Great 
Performances” 
special, was a favorite 
interview of 2014.

By Jay BoBBin anD GeorGe Dickie

Entertainment journalists typically do many interviews 
during a calendar year, but some simply stand out. So it 
is with those recapped here (among others), as we start 
closing the curtain on the year that has been 2014.

Acting icon Robert De Niro reflected on his career while 
talking about the HBO premiere of a documentary about his late 
artist father, Robert De Niro, Sr. (Bobbin):

“I consider myself very lucky to have been a part of wonderful 
films, and to now be able to work with younger actors and have 
good relationships with them. We’re friends, and it’s a very good, 
nice situation.”

Steve Buscemi (“Boardwalk Empire,” HBO), a former New 
York firefighter, laughed heartily when recalling the culture of 
the firehouse kitchen, where no subject was off limits (Dickie):

“I had one instructor who actually taught us ... all about, ‘How 
do you survive the firehouse?’ He said, ‘Just keep your mouth 
shut. Listen. Ask questions, definitely.’ ... And he said, whatever 
your weakest personality trait is, don’t reveal it because that’s 
what they will harp on.”

Singing legend Tony Bennett spoke about his history with 
music while discussing the PBS “Great Performances” special 
he did with his “Cheek to Cheek” album-mate, Lady Gaga 
(Bobbin):

“Young people have never heard the Great American Songbook. 
They hear something contemporary, and no matter what record’s 
being played, they more or less sound alike. To me, it’s so 

important for everybody to learn that no other country has given 
the rest of the world so many great songs.”

Michael Sheen (“Masters of Sex,” Showtime) has played Tony 
Blair twice in movies, but he says the ex-British PM has denied 
having seen either performance (Dickie):

“His official line has always been that he hasn’t watched any of 
them, because if he was to say that he watched them, then people 
can ask whether it’s true or not. And I understand that he doesn’t 
want to have to get into that kind of a conversation. But I got the 
impression that he was familiar with them ... .”

Tom Selleck made it clear he didn’t want to seem immodest 
in talking about the success of CBS’ “Blue Bloods,” but he also 
wanted to pay heed to that success (Bobbin):

“I think it’s fair to say that we have changed viewing habits on 
Friday nights, and I’m very proud of that, as much as I am of the 
quality of the show in terms of the writing and the acting. The 
consistency is there. You can watch any episode we’ve done this 
year and you’re going to want to see another one, so I just hope 
people sample it.”

Kevin Harvick, who five months after this interview would 
win NASCAR’s Sprint Cup championship, talked about what he 
loves about racing (Dickie):

“It’s like coming to the 18th hole as an average golfer ... a guy 
who hasn’t hit a good golf shot all day, and you hit a good golf 
shot and you’re like, ‘I’m coming back.’ Winning races is what 
keeps you coming back because you know how that feels and 
you want to experience that more.”
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De Niro, Buscemi, 
Selleck rank among top 
interviews of 2014

By Jay BoBBiN aND GeorGe Dickie

Entertainment journalists typically do many interviews during a calendar year, but some simply stand out. So it is 

with those recapped here (among others), as we start closing the curtain on the year that has been 2014.

Acting icon Robert De Niro reflected on his career while talking about the HBO premiere of a documentary 

about his late artist father, Robert De Niro, Sr. (Bobbin):

“I consider myself very lucky to have been a part of wonderful films, and to now be able work with younger 

actors and have good relationships with them. We’re friends, and it’s a very good, nice situation.”

Steve Buscemi (“Boardwalk Empire,” HBO), a former New York firefighter, laughed heartily when recalling the 

culture of the firehouse kitchen, where no subject was off limits (Dickie):

“I had one instructor who actually taught us ... all about, ‘How do you survive the firehouse?’ He said, ‘Just keep 

your mouth shut. Listen. Ask questions, definitely.’ ... And he said, whatever your weakest personality trait is, don’t 

reveal it because that’s what they will harp on.”

Singing legend Tony Bennett spoke about his history with music while discussing the PBS “Great Performances” 

special he did with his “Cheek to Cheek” album-mate, Lady Gaga (Bobbin):

“Young people have never heard the Great American Songbook. They hear something contemporary, and no 

matter what record’s being played, they more or less sound alike. To me, it’s so important for everybody to learn 

that no other country has given the rest of the world so many great songs.”

Michael Sheen (“Masters of Sex,” Showtime) has played Tony Blair twice in movies, but he says the ex-British 

PM has denied having seen either performance (Dickie):

“His official line has always been that he hasn’t watched any of them, because if he was to say that he watched 

them, then people can ask whether it’s true or not. And I understand that he doesn’t want to have to get into that 

kind of a conversation. But I got the impression that he was familiar with them ... .”

Tom Selleck made it clear he didn’t want to seem immodest in talking about the success of CBS’ “Blue Bloods,” 

but he also wanted to pay heed to that success (Bobbin):

“I think it’s fair to say that we have changed viewing habits on Friday nights, and I’m very proud of that, as 

much as I am of the quality of the show in terms of the writing and the acting. The consistency is there. You can 

watch any episode we’ve done this year and you’re going to want to see another one, so I just hope people sample 

it.”

Kevin Harvick, who five months after this interview would win NASCAR’s Sprint Cup championship, talked 

about what he loves about racing (Dickie):

“It’s like coming to the 18th hole as an average golfer ... a guy who hasn’t hit a good golf shot all day, and you 

hit a good golf shot and you’re like, ‘I’m coming back.’ Winning races is what keeps you coming back because you 

know how that feels and you want to experience that more.”
Tony Bennett, talking about his PBS “Great Performances” special, was a favorite interview of 2014.

Steve Buscemi

http://www.pbs.org/
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By GeorGe Dickie
If you go by statistics alone, the Washington Wizards’ John Wall is the same player he was a  
year ago.

His points (19.5 this year vs. 19.3 in 2013-14), assists (9.4 vs. 8.8) and field-goal (42.9 vs. 43.3) 
averages would attest to that.

But read between the lines – and talk to his teammates – and you’ll get a different picture.
Gone is the kid who was drafted No. 1 overall in 2010, who was just trying to fit in. The kind of 

guy who would occasionally show up late for practice or wait until he was on the court to lace up. 
Not a leader.

According to teammate Marcin Gortat, this year’s Wall is more mature, taking responsibility for 
his mistakes, holding teammates accountable for theirs and picking his team up and putting it on his 
shoulders when need be. He’s also making better decisions, which ultimately is what you want from 
your point guard.

And while he’s not a finished product – Gortat believes he can become a better passer – Wall is 
having arguably the best season of his five in the NBA while leading the Wizards to first place in the 
Southeast Division with the second-best record in the Eastern Conference. Not bad for a player who 
lost a combined 158 games his first three years in the league.

Wall and the Wizards can be seen in action against the New York Knicks Thursday, Dec. 25, on 
ESPN, as part of a Christmas Day five-game national TV slate.

wizards impenetrable with wall at the point

Full Name: 
Johnathan Hildred 

Wall Jr.
BirTh DaTe:  
Sept. 6, 1990
BirThPlace: 
raleigh, n.c.

heiGhT/weiGhT: 
6 feet 4 inches/195 

pounds
colleGe:  

kentucky

S



“HunGER           
        GAMes”

JAy BoBBin'S TheATriCAl Movie revieW 

There’s a great, big catch if you’re going to put ‘Part 1” in a movie 
title: It usually guarantees there will be a ”Part 2,” but that doesn’t 
mean both films shouldn’t stand on their own.

“The Hunger Games: Mockingjay – Part 1” is, unfortunately, an 
example of where the problems can lie. Rather than feeling like a 
complete experience unto itself, it has the effect of being a giant teaser 
of what’s coming next year when the saga really does conclude with 
the release of “Mockingjay – Part 2.”

It’s possible to overcome that with careful plotting, but if you front-
load the first half with a sense of “Here’s what’s coming, but you’re 
going to have to wait another year for it,” that’s not good ... even for 
as devoted a fan base as novelist Suzanne Collins’ “Hunger Games” 
franchise has.

Katniss (Jennifer Lawrence) becomes both a pawn and a symbol of 
the rebels who want to strike against their land’s leaders, represented 
principally again by Donald Sutherland. Julianne Moore and the late 
Philip Seymour Hoffman are among those spearheading the uprising, 
and they want Katniss’ efforts to be shown to everyone via television, 
just like the Hunger Games competition itself.

However, the enemy has its own pawn: the captive Peeta (Josh Hutcherson), who’s used to counter Katniss by trash-talking 
her. Stunned by his apparent about-face, Katniss has some big decisions to make on her own, though again, we won’t know 
their outcome for another year.

That wait will be a non-issue when both parts of “Mockingjay” make their way to home video and they can be watched as 
one supersized concluding chapter, if so desired. For now, though, the appetite-whetting for “Part 2” is a little obvious ... and 
more than a little frustrating.

At least there’s extra time for the pleasure of seeing skilled performers do what they do well. Liam Hemsworth, Stanley 
Tucci, Woody Harrelson and Elizabeth Banks also return, and “The Hunger Games: Catching Fire” director Francis 
Lawrence is back in charge.

“Mockingjay – Part 1” is a skillfully made film, but it can’t overcome giving the impression that you haven’t gotten the 
whole story. And you haven’t in this case, quite literally.

review

M
MOVIES

“THE EQUALIZER” (Dec. 30): Denzel Washington reinvents Edward 
Woodward’s television role as Robert McCall, a former government agent 
who uses his skills to help people in trouble. (R: AS, P, V)
“GET ON UP” (Jan. 6): Chadwick Boseman plays James Brown, the 
music icon who channeled his energy and ambition to become known as 
“the hardest working man in show business.” (PG-13: AS, P, V)
“NO GOOD DEED” (Jan. 6): A family woman (Taraji P. Henson) 
comes to regret giving assistance to a stranger (Idris Elba) who turns out 
to be an escaped convict. (PG-13: AS, P, V)
“A WALK AMONG THE TOMBSTONES” (Jan. 13): A former cop 
turned private detective (Liam Neeson) becomes involved in a drug 
dealer’s (Dan Stevens) plight. (R: AS, N, P, V)
“ANNABELLE” (Jan. 20): The spirit within a vintage doll makes things 
tough for the cultists who invade its new owners’ (Annabelle Wallis, John 
Gordon) home. (R: AS, P, V)
“LUCY” (Jan. 20): An innocent woman (Scarlett Johansson) is 
transformed into a furious warrior by an untested drug in writer-director 
Luc Besson’s sci-fi-adventure; Morgan Freeman also stars. (R: AS, P, V)

upcoming DVD releases

coming soon on DvD...

JAy BoBBin'S Movie revieW 
MovieS To WATCh

“THE GooD  
  lie” 
Reese Witherspoon spent this movie year in different types of 

roles, one example being this moving, fact-inspired drama about 
the Lost Boys, youths from Sudan who fled their country’s civil 
war to seek safe refuge. It was found by the young people at this 
story’s heart in Kansas, where an emotionally guarded social worker 
(Witherspoon) tries to place them in jobs, though their skills and 
knowledge of the outside world are extremely limited. Corey Stoll 
(“House of Cards”) plays her boss, and the cast also includes several 
of the real-life Lost Boys. The screenplay is by Margaret Nagle, 
who also developed television’s current “Red Band Society.” DVD 
extras: “making-of” documentary; deleted scenes. ››› (PG-13: 
AS, P, V) (Also on Blu-ray and On Demand)

Top PickDVD

MOVIES
M

doesn’t give whole ‘Mockingjay’ story
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Denzel 
Washington

 reese 
Witherspoon
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FAVORITE SHOWS

S
holiday, so he goes along — with a little help 
from Donkey (voice of Eddie Murphy) and 
the rest of the fairy-tale gang. If this special 
doesn’t join Rudolph, Frosty and the Grinch in 
the pantheon of holiday classics, something’s 
wrong with the world.
 
8 p.m. on NBC
One Direction: The TV Special
The members of the wildly popular band One 
Direction — Niall Horan, Zayn Malik, Liam 
Payne, Harry Styles and Louis Tomlinson — 
present their first network TV special in a new 
hour that provides a candid look at the group 
via documentary and performance footage 
drawn from the South American leg of their 
recent tour. The special also goes behind the 
scenes as the band records its recent release 
“Four” and performs for fans at Universal 
Orlando Resort in Florida. New

WEDNESDAY
8 p.m. on CW
Movie: Mr. Magoo’s Christmas Carol
Mr. Magoo is the nearsighted star of this 
hourlong, animated 1962 adaptation of the 
Dickens holiday classic, which boasts a 
Broadway-caliber score by “Funny Girl” team 
Jule Styne and Bob Merrill. Songs include 
“Ringle Ringle,” “Winter Was Warm,” “I’m 
All Alone in the World” and “(We’ll Have) 
The Lord’s Bright Blessing.” Voice talent 
includes Jim Backus, Jack Cassidy, Royal 
Dano, Morey Amsterdam and Jane Kean. 

10 p.m. on CBS
Stalker
A marriage ceremony is interrupted in a very 
troubling way — by the shooting of the bride 
— in “Manhunt.” Beth and Jack (Maggie 
Q, Dylan McDermott) have to figure out 
whether the assailant was a stalker the woman 
supposedly was rid of. Guest stars include 
Michael Irby (“Almost Human”). Elisabeth 
Rohm, Victor Rasuk and Mariana Klaveno 
also star. 

THURSDAY
10 p.m. on NBC
Christmas in Rockefeller Center
One of New York’s prime gathering spots 
welcomes seasonal spectators to the annual 
tree lighting again in this yearly special, 
with the weekday “Today” team of Matt 
Lauer, Savannah Guthrie, Al Roker and 
Natalie Morales presiding over the festivities. 
Before the switch is flipped on the 85-foot-

SUNDAY
7 p.m. on FOX
Mulaney
The Christmas season is in full swing, but 
John (John Mulaney) finds his yuletide good 
cheer is severely dampened by his (mostly) 
irrational loathing of actor Macaulay Culkin 
in the new episode “It’s a Wonderful Home 
Alone.” Meanwhile, Lou (Martin Short) starts 
sweating bullets when his network rival, Jesse 
Tyler Munoz (guest star Nick Kroll), announces 
plans for a holiday special that will compete 
with Lou’s. Nasim Pedrad, Seaton Smith, Zack 
Pearlman and Elliott Gould also star. New 

8 p.m. on USA
Movie: Jingle All the Way 2
Larry the Cable Guy stars in this new 2014 
holiday comedy as a frazzled divorced dad who 
wants nothing more than to show his little girl, 
Noel (Kennedi Clements), how much he loves 

her by getting her the toy of her dreams for 
Christmas. Alas, the prized item, Harrison the 
Talking Bear, is completely sold out, and Noel’s 
new stepdad wants to make sure he, not Larry, 
grants the little girl’s fondest wish. Santino 
Marella, Brian Stepanek and Kirsten Robek also 
star. Premiere

MONDAY 
8 p.m. on FOX
Gotham
A vigilante has a unique way of dispatching 
law-breaking residents of Gotham in “The 
Balloonman.” The killer simply hooks them to 
weather balloons and watches them float away, 
giving Gordon and Bullock (Ben McKenzie, 
Donal Logue) quite a challenge in trying to 
stop the murders. Newly returned to Gotham, 
Penguin-to-be Oswald Cobblepot (Robin Lord 
Taylor) aligns himself with an underworld titan. 
David Zayas (“Dexter”) guest stars. 

 
10 p.m. on NBC
State of Affairs
During a trip to Qatar with the president (Alfre 
Woodard), Charlie (Katherine Heigl) finds 
herself drawn into the strange case of a local 
man who insists he is a CIA asset, although 
the agency has no record of him, in the new 
episode “Masquerade.” Elsewhere, Charlie takes 
a potentially fatal risk in pursuit of the truth 
about her fiance’s (guest star Mark Tallman) 
death. Adam Kaufman, Sheila Vand and David 
Harbour also star.

TUESDAY 
8 p.m. on ABC
Shrek the Halls
What’s not to love about a Christmas special 
starring a family of green ogres? Shrek (voice 
of Mike Myers) isn’t a Christmas kind of guy, 
but Fiona (voice of Cameron Diaz) loves the 

FAVORITE SHOWS

tall Norway Spruce (from Hemlock Township, 
Pa.), musical entertainment is supplied by Tony 
Bennett and Lady Gaga, LeAnn Rimes, Idina 
Menzel, Cyndi Lauper and others. 

FRIDAY
8 p.m. on CBS
Now That’s Funny! On Set With TV’s  
Hottest Comedies:  
A Paley Center for Media Special
Aisha Tyler (“Archer,” “Whose Line Is It 
Anyway?”) narrates this new behind-the-scenes 
look at TV’s hottest comedies, including “The 
Big Bang Theory,” “Mom,” “The Mindy Project,” 
“Modern Family,” “Parks and Recreation,” “New 
Girl,” “Episodes” and “Key and Peele.” The 
special, which includes interviews with stars 
and producers, follows the weekly production 
process from brainstorming in the writers’ room 

to the initial table read with the cast to the actual 
performance taping. New

SATURDAY
8 p.m. on HBO
Movie: The Grand Budapest Hotel
Writer-director Wes Anderson’s 2014 comedy-
drama has its most valuable player in Ralph 
Fiennes, cast as the concierge of the title 
site. He’s eager to service the needs of every 
guest — even if that means going beyond the 
normal bounds of duty where some of the 
female clientele are concerned. That dedication 
eventually gets him into big trouble. Adrien 
Brody, Bill Murray, Jude Law, Willem Dafoe, 
Edward Norton, Owen Wilson and Tilda Swinton 
are among those also featured. 

Katherine 
heigl stars 
in “state 
of affairs”

“one Direction:  
The Tv special”

robin lord Taylor 
stars in “Gotham” 

“shrek the halls”
ralph Fiennes 
stars in 
“The Grand 
Budapest 
hotel” 

leann rimes performs 
in “christmas in 
rockefeller center” 
Thursday on nBc.

Dylan mcDermott 
stars in “stalker”
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