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Your Guide to the Ironwood Area

IronwoodChamber.org

HURLEY, WISCONSIN 
A Place Where Everyone Can Play!
HURLEY, WISCONSIN 
A Place Where Everyone Can Play!

www.hurleywi.com 
715-208-0902
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The  Gogebic Range is full 
of natural beauty all year 
around, but its deep snow 
winters remain the most 
popular time of the year for 
visitors.  

Snowmobilers, downhill 
skiers, cross-country skiers 
and snowshoers find a myr-
iad of winter playland oppor-
tunities. More than 400 
miles of constantly groomed 
snowmobile trails, an array 
of alpine ski resorts, many 
kilometers of groomed 
Nordic ski trails and an 
abundance of wilderness to 
snowshoe through await 
outdoor enthusiasts.  

A long weekend of fun in 
the snow won’t be enough 
for any family — plan a 
week on the Gogebic Range 
and visit the many shops 
and restaurants that dot the 
main streets of Ironwood, 
Hurley, Bessemer, Wake-
field and surrounding towns. 
Take in a rare treat at one of 
Ironwood’s live theaters — 
many shows are performed 
by local talent.  

Discover the area’s rich 
history and how it turned 
from rugged wilderness 
where immigrant miners and 
loggers carved out a life in 
bustling communities in the 
1880s, to the quaint small-
town America it has become 
by touring one or all of the 

local history museums. The 
Iron County Historical Soci-
ety’s Museum is open ‘year-
round in Hurley and 
downtown Ironwood fea-
tures a museum in Depot 
Park.  

Skiers can try one hill 
after another or choose the 
one that suits them best, in-
cluding the college-run Mt. 
Zion on the campus of 
Gogebic Community Col-
lege, Big Powderhorn Moun-
tain, Indianhead, Blackjack, 
Whitecap or the Porcupine 
Mountains.  

Bundle up and go inside 
to the Pat O’Donnell Civic 
Center, also on the college 
campus. The civic center 
has open ice-skating hours 
throughout the winter. A 
snack bar is available. While 
on the GCC campus, try 
snow tubing down Mt. Zion.  

There are lodging options 
for any budget or taste and 
eateries found nowhere 
else. Seeing and experienc-
ing the Gogebic Range cov-
ered with snow is proof that 
family vacations don’t re-
quire beaches and warm 
temperatures.  

Rather than hibernating 
through winter, embrace and 
enjoy the season and its 
snow at any number of 
events or venues across the 
Gogebic Range.
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Welcome to Winter 
Wonderland
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The 2022 sale of the former Big 
Snow Resort has resulted in the newly 
named Snowriver Mountain Resort in 
Gogebic County. The new owner is 
Charles Skinner, Jr., a Minnesota 
mogul who has been in the ski indus-
try for six decades. 

Benjamin Bartz will manage the 
new resort, which includes two moun-
tains, 400 skiable acres and 56 trails. 

Jackson Creek Summit — formerly 
known as Indianhead Mountain — is in 
Wakefield Township. The Jackson 
Creek Chalet includes a Sky Bar with 
pub fare on the main floor. Upstairs is 
a cafeteria, a retail shop and an area 
for equipment rental. Among other 
amenities, Jackson Creek Summit 
also features a health spa. 

Black River Basin — formerly 
known as Blackjack Mountain — is in 
Bessemer Township. During the sea-
son, it is open from Thursday through 
Sunday and special holidays.  

Tickets are good for both mountains 
with a free shuttle service provided. 

A series of upgrades are underway, 
including remodeling of some lodging 
and common areas. The management 
reports that resort restaurants also will 
offer new menus. 

The resort has announced that, as 
of this season, it will feature the first 
high-speed detachable chairlift in the 
Upper Peninsula. At Jackson Creek 
Summit, the new lift is replacing the 
Chippewa Double, the Leelinaw Triple 
and the Voyager Quad chairs with the 

only 6-person chairlift in the region. 
The new unit will be called the 

Voyageur Express and will provide a 
three and one-half minute trip to the 
top of the hill. 

Snowriver Mountain Resort is the 
largest ski hill in the U.P. It will operate 
under the umbrella of Midwest Family 
Ski Resorts, which also includes Lut-
sen Mountains in Minnesota and the 
Granite Peak Ski Area in Wisconsin. 
Those ski hills also are the largest in 
each of their respective states. 

Snowriver Mountain Resort also will 
push summer activity, including the 
continuation of motorcycle events and 
the anticipation of weddings, color 

 
Continued on page 8

Jackson Creek Summit & Black River Basin
Snowriver Mountain
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Warning: Polaris® off-road vehicles can be hazardous to operate and are not intended for on-road use. Driver must be at least 16 years old with a valid driver’s license to  operate. Passengers, if 
permitted, must be at least 12 years old. All riders should always wear helmets, eye protection, and protective clothing.Always use seat belts and cab nets or doors (as equipped). Never engage 
in stunt driving, and avoid excessive speeds and sharp turns. Riding and alcohol/drugs don’t mix. All riders should take a safety training course. Call 800-342-3764 for additional information. 
Check local laws before riding on trails. ©2019 Polaris Industries Inc.

In the Heart of Big Snow Country 
Located 1 Mile East of Hurley, WI 

Sales, Service, Parts & Rentals 
Snowmobiles • ATVs

In the Heart of Big Snow Country 
Located 1 Mile East of Hurley, WI 

Sales, Service, Parts & Rentals 
Snowmobiles • ATVs

800-932-1202 
300 E. Cloverland Dr. • Ironwood, MI 49938 

WWW.CLOVERLANDMOTORSPORTS.COM  

To purchase tickets, please contact our Box Office 
Office hours: Wednesday - Friday from 12pm - 4pm 

113 E Aurora St., Ironwood, MI • 906-932-0618 
www.ironwoodtheatre.net

Cinema Series 
CHECK OUR WEBSITE OR FACEBOOK PAGE 

FOR OUR TWICE MONTHLY MOVIE 

UPCOMING SHOWS & PERFORMANCES 
Music of John Denver Christmas Show 

Friday, Dec. 2, 2022 @ 7pm 

The Community Christmas Show 
Sat., Dec. 17, 2022 @7pm & Sun., Dec. 18, 2022 @2pm 

“Satisfaction” A Tribute to the Rolling Stones 
Sunday, Feb. 19, 2023 @ 7pm 

“All Things Equal”  
The Life & Trials of Ruth Bader Ginsberg 

Thursday, March 16, 2023 @ 7pm 
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rides, etc. 
Thanksgiving is the targeted opening for this season, but 

it will depend on weather and the status of capital improve-
ments. Management promises a “passionate” commitment 
to making snow as needed, with new guns also installed. 

Watch the resort’s website, Facebook page and local 
media for continuing news on new developments and spe-
cial events. 

from page 6
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Advertised as the “Ski Capital of the 
Midwest,” Big Powderhorn Mountain 
Resort offers 253 acres for skiing. Its 
45 trails accommodate all skill levels, 
including beginners, and can be ac-
cessed through nine double chairlifts 
and a beginner handle tow. A unique 
terrain park also exists. 

The resort’s Gun Barrel Lodge op-
erates as the main base of operation 
with 20,000 square feet. It includes a 
ski shop, options to rent equipment, 
and the opportunity to sign up for ski 

lessons. An introductory package in-
cludes lessons, rentals and lift tickets. 
Lessons can span from one to two 
hours or more. 

The main lodge also offers a cafete-
ria and coffee shop on the second 
floor and a bar and grill on the third 
floor. The neighboring Caribou Lodge 
offers a broader menu of lunch and 
supper options and also includes a 
pool area for lodge guests. In between 
the Gun Barrel and Caribou lodges is 
an expansive outdoor patio with a fire 

pit. 
The resort also has one sun deck 

next to the finish line on the race hill 
and a second one at the top of lift 8, 
with a view of the mountains. Two 
wine huts can be rented for the day 
with wood stoves, fireplaces and 
decks. 

Lodging options include more than 
40 ski homes available for rental, 
ranging from one to six bedrooms. 
Many of them are located trailside for 
easy access.  

Big Powderhorn 
Mountain
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SAARI’S 
Lawn & Service & Plowing 

ALL SEASON PROPERTY CARE 
Residential & Commercial

FALL/WINTER 

• Snowplowing 
• Roof, Deck & 
   Path Shoveling 
• Fall Leaf Raking 

SPRING/SUMMER 

      • Yard Clean-Up 
      • Spring Cleanup 
      • Leaf Removal 
      • Weed Eating

(715) 360-1224      (715) 561-2560

The 
Best 
2021You’ve tried the rest, now try the best. 

Voted Best in Gogebic & Iron Counties.

Nightly/Weekly lodging 
on beautiful Lake Michele!

Nightly/Weekly lodging 
on beautiful Lake Michele!

1-4 bedrooms/Full Kitchen/ 
WIFI/Great Rates 

Ideal setting for visiting family, 
friends, wedding groups. 

Close to town and on snowmobile trail. 

Located one mile off US-2 / HWY 51 in Hurley 

888-404-2836/715-561-5626 
www.havennorth.com

Even in winters with less 
snow than usual, Big Powder-
horn produces artificial snow so 
that winter fun can continue re-
gardless of the weather. 

Watch the ski hill’s website 
and Facebook page and social 
media for special events such 
as New Year’s Eve fireworks. 

Finally, members of the Big 
Powderhorn Ski Patrol regularly 
cruise the hills to better assure 
everyone’s safety. The patrol is 
a unit of the North Central Re-
gion of the Central Division of 
the National Ski Patrol. 

As a bonus, cross-country 
skiers may access the Wolver-
ine Nordic Trails from the top of 
the hill, where parking also is 
available. Snowmobilers also 
are welcome and can access 
an east/west trail from Powder-
horn Road, where they can 
move along the road’s shoul-
der. 

For more information, call 
800-501-SNOW (7669) or see 
bigpowderhorn.net.
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Owners 
Paul 
Habram 
and Michelle 
 
715-543-2306 
 
PO BOX 370 
6101 County 

Rd. W, 
Manitowish 

Waters 
WI 54545

w
w
w
.anglersfinefoodandspirits.com

On Trail 8 Across from Dietz’s Gas Station

OPEN WED. thru SUN. serving Lunch & Dinner

“Best BBQ in the 
Northwoods” 

ALL MEAT SMOKED 
ON PREMISES 

Check out the rest of our 
menu & happenings at: 

LazyAceSaloon.com 

Open 6 Days a Week at 11am, Closed Tues. •  Daily Specials 
Located on Trail 17       Trailer Parking Available 

Hwy. 51 & 47, 3 miles south of Mercer • 715-476-2257 

• 80 Room Hotel • Large Parking Lot
• On SnowmobileTrail • HotTub
• Continental Breakfast • WIFI

• Nightly Food Specials

715-476-2440
GreatNorthernMercer.com

Snowmobile In Mercer,Wisconsin

05
32

85
33

•PIZZA• 
•SALADS• 
•WINGS• 
•SUBS•

715-476-0234
• Dine In • Carry Out  • Delivery

Open Wednesday & Thursday 4pm-10pm, 
Friday through Sunday 11am-10pm

2 miles S. of Mercer on Hwy. 51 and on Trail 17 
715-476-0289 

20 CRAFT BEERS ON TAP 
Seasonal Cocktails 

Wines & High End Bourbons 

Your Authorized ARCTIC CAT® Dealer! 

Mercer, WI • 715-476-2468 
Hours: M-F 8:30 to 5:00; (Sat. 8:30 to 5:00 during trail season) 

Sun. 9:00 to 12:00 (noon)

SS Sport Store, Inc.
• PARTS 

• SERVICE 
• SALES 

Visit Mercer/Manitowish Waters
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Welcome to Mercer
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Whitecap Mountains Resort in 
Upson, Wisconsin, features 43 ski 
runs across three different mountains, 
along with four chairlifts and a new 
Magic Carpet lift in the beginner area. 
Spanning 400 acres, the resort re-
ceives an average of nearly 17 feet of 
snow each season, thus giving it claim 
to “Wisconsin's Snowiest Resort.” 

Whitecap Mountain gives the resort 
its name and is the only one of the 
three mountains on the Penokee 
Range visible from the chalet and 
hotel. It is great for an introductory ski 
run. Thunderhead Mountain is another 
introductory-level hill that is perfect for 
families. Several intertwining runs 

allow skiers to move from run to run, 
depending on weather and the angle 
of the sun. By contrast, Eagle’s Nest 
Mountain is the resort's gateway to the 
“Legendary South Side.” Here, you will 
find several Double Black Diamond 
runs, in addition to the resort’s great-
est concentration of expert trails. The 
“Dragon” Trail was named one of the 
Top Ten Expert trails by one ski publi-
cation a few years back. 

Whitecap staff members create 
snow nightly as needed, and trails are 
monitored by local members of the 
National Ski Patrol. Located between 
the North Pole and Midway lift stations 
is the resort’s Wine Hut, which fea-

tures a full menu of drinks, including 
hot wine, and a limited food menu.  

Housing at Whitecap Resort can 
accommodate about 400 guests. Trail-
side condominiums with ski-in and ski-
out lodging are among the options. 
The resort hotel includes a bar, restau-
rant, pool and hot tub, and its rooms 
have options such as lofts, attached 
kitchens and jacuzzi suites. 

Among special deals this year is a 
cooperative agreement between 
Whitecap and Mount Bohemia in Lac 
La Belle, Michigan. Season ticket 
holders at either resort will be able to 
enjoy one free ski day at the other re-
sort. 
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Whitecap Mountains
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Near to Whitecap Moun-
tains Resort are additional 
recreational options in the 
way of cross-country skiing 
and snowmobile (or ORV) 
trails. As a 4-season facil-
ity, the resort also features 
an 18-hole golf course and 
borders Weber Lake, 
where guests can enjoy 
boating and fishing in 
warmer months. Across the 
lake is Weber Lake Park, 
run by the Iron County 
Forestry and Parks Depart-
ment.  

David Dziuban took over 
full ownership of Whitecap 
Mountains Resort this past 
summer and will remain as 
general manager.  

Located on the western 
end of the Lake Superior 
Snowbelt, Whitecap is 
southwest of Hurley, off 
Wisconsin 77 on County E. 
For more information, call 
715-561-2227 or visit 
whitecapresort.com.
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Gogebic Community College

The Mt. Zion Ski Area is located on the Ironwood 
campus of Gogebic Community College. Weather permit-
ting, it will open in mid-December for the 2022-2023 sea-
son. 

This ski area is the oldest recreational complex in Big 
Snow Country, dating back to 1937, and it is known for ski-
ing for all ages and family fun. Many locals learned to ski 
here. 

All GCC students can ski and snowboard for free, as 
can people of age 62 and older. The facility will have ex-
panded hours during the Christmas break. Mt. Zion will be 
open seven days a week during that period, but it will close 
on Christmas Day. 

Ski lessons at affordable rates are a large part of the Mt. 
Zion Ski Area. The facility, which attracts around 8,000 stu-
dents each year, offers elementary instruction programs for 
fourth, fifth and sixth graders at Ironwood Area Schools. It 
also offers a tiny tot course on Thursday and Friday after-
noons for children five to eight years old. Tiny tot course 
enrollment is limited. 

In addition to the skiing and snowboarding slopes, Mt. 

Zion features a tubing hill and a terrain park for tricks. Ski 
racing is also popular on Mt. Zion, especially with young 
skiers. Races and programming will start in January. 

The hill is the home of the college’s Ski Area Manage-
ment program, which is one of only two such programs in 
the nation. Students in the SAM program run all aspects of 
the ski area, from equipment rentals to lift operations, 
grooming, snow-making and ski instruction. This provides 
students with valuable skills and experience for future em-
ployment in the field. 

As part of the SAM program, students receive technical 
and academic study and internships at major ski resorts 
throughout the country. They earn credits through onsite 
training courses such as ski area layout, snow-making fun-
damentals, emergency response and slope grooming. The 
program also includes classroom courses, such as in busi-
ness-related issues. Graduates of the program may 
choose to pursue a bachelor’s degree in ski area business 
management through an agreement with Northern Michi-
gan University in Marquette. 

For more information, visit Gogebic.edu.
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Mt. Zion Ski Area
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Gas • Pop • Coffee • Beer • ATM 
OPEN 24 HOURS

Holiday Station Store

906-224-2191 
185 W. US Hwy 2 • Wakefield, MI

See the Whispering Giant 
Overlooking Sunday Lake 

 
 
 
 

M-28 ONE BLOCK NORTH OF U.S. 2, WAKEFIELD, MI 
Wakefield Chamber of Commerce

501 Sunday Lake St., Wakefield, MI 49968 
Tuesday-Saturday 9am-5pm 

(906) 364-4752                   nanettesknitsandgifts.com

Randall Bakery 
Your local Full Service Bakery
Randall Bakery 
Your local Full Service Bakery

505 Sunday Lake St., Wakefield, MI • 906-224-5401505 Sunday Lake St., Wakefield, MI • 906-224-5401

Fresh Pasties Available Daily!!!

Michigan State Police 
Wakefield Post #86 

“Service With a Purpose Since 1917.” 
Serving Gogebic and Ontonagon Counties

FOR ANY LAW ENFORCEMENT 
EMERGENCY NEEDS CONTACT 

906-224-9691 or 906-229-5372

Welcome to Wakefield

 Winter Fun & Dining Guide – Page 17
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Gogebic County
Wolverine Nordic Ski Trails  

Wolverine Nordic Ski Trails in Iron-
wood offers 24K of ski trails, including 
several loops, for classic striding and 
skate skiing. There are five marked 
snowshoe trails and 7K of snow bike 
trails.  

Lake-effect snow provides the area 
with snow that tends to arrive earlier, 
pile deeper, and last longer than any-
where else in the Midwest. The rolling 
terrain offers trails for all levels of skiing, 
snowshoeing and snow biking. 

Ski and snowshoe trails can be ac-
cessed at the chalet trailhead at 5851 
Sunset Road. There is also a trailhead 
behind Aspirus Ironwood Hospital. The 
Snow Summit Road trailhead provides 
access to snow bike trails, as well as ski 
and snowshoe trails. 

The warming chalet offers a view of 
the historic wooden ski jump structure 
that was part of the club’s original activ-
ities.  

Wolverine Nordic Ski Club volun-
teers maintain and groom the trail sys-
tem. This nonprofit group promotes 
Nordic skiing, snowshoeing, hiking, bik-
ing and lifelong physical fitness. The 
club also supports youth ski and other 
programs in area schools and commu-
nity organizations.  

Wolverine will host a women’s learn-
to-ski event on Dec. 10. It also will host 
the Individual Snowshoe Challenge for 
three weeks from Feb. 4-Feb. 25. The 
challenge can be done on your own 
time, either individually or as a team. 

Thanks to a grant from the Gogebic 
Range Health Foundation, Wolverine 
also has developed a new trailhead be-
hind Aspirus Ironwood Hospital, along 
with a short access loop to that trail-
head on part of the old Ottawa Trail. 

Donations and membership fees 
help to maintain and groom trails, to 

service equipment and facilities, and to 
provide operating funds.  

For more information, visit wolveri-
nenordic.com or email wolveri-
nenordic@gmail.com. 

 
ABR Trails  

Active Backwoods Retreats Trails 
are located in Erwin Township, south of 
Ironwood at E5299 W. Pioneer Road. 

Operated by Eric Anderson and An-
gela Santini, ABR offers over 100K of 
trails groomed for classic and skating 
styles. The trails run through woods and 
along the Montreal River in the area of 
Ironwood’s Norrie Park. 

Dogs are welcome on some of the 
trails, which are designated on ABR’s 
map. 

Snowshoe trails totaling 16K also 
exist. 

A range of fee options are available, 
along with lodging accommodations, 
ranging from rustic cabins to luxury 
houses.  

Trails open at 9 a.m. seven days a 
week during the ski season. Trails close 
between 4 to 6 p.m., depending upon 
when it gets dark. 

Ski equipment can be rented or pur-
chased at ABR’s ski shop. The chalet, 
back room and wax room are open at 9 

a.m.  
ABR Trails typically is part of the an-

nual SISU Ski Fest. See 
sisuskifest.com for details. 

See abrski.com for details, continu-
ing news, and possible changing condi-
tions. 

 
Iron Belle Trail 

The continued growth of the Iron 
Belle Trail gives winter silent sport en-
thusiasts one more option when explor-
ing the western Upper Peninsula. 

So far, the trail runs more than nine 
miles from the Montreal River, border-
ing Hurley and Ironwood, to Ramsay 
Road in Ramsay. 

Open to snowshoeing and back-
country cross-country skiing, this trail 
will be difficult for traditional cross-coun-
try skiers due to much of it being un-
groomed.  

The trail, which follows the old Soo 
Line Railroad right-of-way, runs mostly 
through wooded areas, but it crosses 
numerous intersections that offer multi-
ple access points, so as to tailor the 
length of the excursion. The trail expe-
rience is enhanced by crossings over 

continued on page 20

Cross Country Skiing  
and Snowshoeing
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Rentals 
Starting At 

$169 
$229

Weekdays 
Only

On 
Weekends

Rentals 
Starting At 

$169 
$229

Weekdays 
Only

On 
Weekends

CanvasProductsCompany@gmail.com 
www.EagleRiverBoatCovers.com

CanvasProductsCompany@gmail.com 
www.EagleRiverBoatCovers.com

CANVAS PRODUCTS 
of EAGLE RIVER 

530 US Highway 45 S, Eagle River, WI 

(715) 479-3414 

CANVAS PRODUCTS 
of EAGLE RIVER 

530 US Highway 45 S, Eagle River, WI 

(715) 479-3414 

CUSTOM BOAT COVERS

Pontoon Boats  •  Fishing Boats 
Ski Boats  •  Bow & Cockpit

Exterior Porch Curtains • Power Awnings

PORCH CURTAINS & AWNINGS

Come Back to Tradition 
• Open year ‘round 

• Adjacent to airport, golf course, 
   ATV, bicycle trails &  
   snowmobile trails 

• Indoor heated pool, hot tub and  
   redwood sauna 

• Lounge & Restaurant on site 

• Perfect for banquets and 
   weddings 

• RV hookups available 

• On-site trap shooting and 
   sporting clays course 

• Near ski hills & casino 

• Sorry — No Pets Allowed

Located southwest of the  
intersection of US 45 and County B  

P.O. Box 596 
Land O’Lakes, WI 54540 

(800) 848-8058 or (715) 547-3321 
www.gateway-lodge.com 

Eagle River, Land O’ Lakes, WatersmeetEagle River, Land O’ Lakes, Watersmeet
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historic, old railroad bridges. 
The Depot Park Trailhead is at 150 

N. Lowell St. in downtown Ironwood. 
The Moore Street Trailhead is just south 
of the stop light on U.S. 2 in Bessemer, 
and the Ramsay Trailhead is across 
Ramsay Road from Memorial Park and 
the Keystone Bridge. 

A volunteer groomer does plan to 
groom the section from Bessemer to 
approximately Country Club Road. This 
section has been described as a flat 
tract that will be ideal for entry-level 
cross-country skiers. It also should be 
good for experts who wish to practice 
their double-poling technique on a flat, 
fast course. 

Sometimes referred to locally as the 
Western Gateway Trail, it is the western 
end of a more grandly schemed Iron 
Belle Trail, which promoters hope even-
tually will link Ironwood to Belle Isle 
Park in Detroit. 

Friends of the Iron Belle Trail, com-
posed of local trail enthusiasts, help to 
maintain the trail and also coordinate 
occasional trail activities. They also 
have a Facebook page. 

The trail is also part of what organizers 
hope becomes a regional trail system 
that is planned to run between ski trails 
in Montreal, Wisconsin, and Sunday 
Lake in Wakefield, with spurs connecting 
to other trails and points of interest locally 
and in northern Wisconsin.  

 
Miners Memorial Heritage Park  

Established in 2010, the Miners Me-
morial Heritage Park offers quick and 
easy access to cross-country skiing and 
snowshoe trails in the center of Iron-
wood. The main trailhead is located at 
the Ironwood K-12 School’s baseball 
field at 775 E. Ayer St. 

Volunteers with the Friends of Miners 
Memorial Heritage Park regularly 
groom 5 kilometers of easy to interme-
diate ski trails winding through the 170-
acre park. Headlamps are 
recommended for night skiing.  

For snowshoeing, the park provides 
another 10 kilometers of packed trails 
that climb to the high point overlooking 
two ponds left from Ironwood’s mining 
past. One trail leads back into down-
town Ironwood. 

This park is maintained by the 
Friends of the Miners Memorial Her-
itage Park. All funds to create and main-
tain the space are raised by the 
Friends, through donations and 
fundraising events, including a candle-
light snowshoe each December. 

Donations for trail use can be made 
at the trail head or by visiting the 
Friends of Miners Memorial Heritage 
Park at https://fmmhp.com. 

 
Wakefield Trails  

The Split Rock Trails Association has 
a trail system available for snowshoeing 
in Wakefield. Depending on volunteer 
help, the trails are tracked, but not for-
mally groomed. For this year’s trail ac-
cess point, call the city of Wakefield at 
906-229-5131. 

Although there are no groomed trails 
at the city’s Eddy Park, on Sunday 
Lake, some local residents also snow-
shoe in that area. 

 
Watersmeet 

On the eastern end of Gogebic 
County, Watersmeet offers rolling hills 
and what it promises is “some of the 
best cross-country skiing in the Mid-
west.” Snowshoeing is allowed on 
some of the trails. Call 906-358-4766 
for more information. 

The Ottawa National Forest Visitor 

Center in Watersmeet has a small se-
lection of free snowshoes, with which to 
explore an “interpretive trail” within the 
forest on that property. Call the Ottawa 
Interpretive Association at 906-358-
4724 for more information about the 
trail, which is four-tenths of a mile and 
described as easy to intermediate. 

The center also offer ski conditions. 
 

Sylvania Wilderness 
As a unique portion of the Ottawa 

Forest, the Sylvania Wilderness in-
cludes more than 18,000 acres of prop-
erty that is part of the National 
Wilderness Preservation System. 

The Sylvania Wilderness provides 
26 miles of ungroomed trails that fea-
ture old growth forests along a myriad 
of lakes. Many of the trails connect with 
two groomed trails outside the wilder-
ness (the Sylvania Wilderness Outfit-
ters Ski Trails in Michigan and the Land 
O’Lakes Ski Trails in Wisconsin). 

The Sylvania Wilderness website 
warns that cell phones rarely work in 
the wilderness. It recommends that all 
persons exploring the trails take with 
them the following survival equipment: 
a good topographical map and com-
pass, water and high-energy trail food, 
appropriate cold weather clothing, a first 
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906-663-6061 • 201 E. Lead St., Bessemer, MI

“Where shopping’s fun & wrapping’s free!” 

Home & Seasonal Decor • Jewelry & Handbags 
Baby Items, Candles & U.P. Items

Coming Soon!

GIVE US A CALL (906) 663-4351
Located right on Trail 2 Hours: M-F 6:00am–6:00pm; Sat 7:00am–1:00pm 
605 E. Lead St., Bessemer, MI 49911 906-667-0222 or wedoitall@cmoil.net

ROAD SERVICE AVAILABLE

TIRES for all 
sizes of 

vehicles incl:
Cars • Trucks 
Semi’s • RV’s 
Farm Vehicles 

Heavy Equipment 
ATV’s  

Garden Tractors

(Largest Bridgestone/Firestone dealer in the Western U.P.)

FULL 
Mechanical 

Services

At The Bessemer VFW 

Burgers, Chicken Wings 
& The Best 

Friday Night Fish Fry!

Fridays from 3-7pm  •  906-667-0812 
605 W. Lead St., Bessemer, MI 

ABELMAN Clothing 
& Footwear

The Northface • Simms • Kuhl • SmartWool 
Darn Tough • Keen • Merrell • Sorel • Baffin • Oboz

        327 S. Sophie St., Bessemer, MI 49911 
        (906) 663-4411 • (800) 313-4776 

HOURS: Mon.-Thurs. 9am-5pm; Fri. 9am-6:30pm; Sat. 9am-5pm; Sun. Closed

FIRST WEBER 
REALTORS® 

 a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate

101 E. Mary St. 
Bessemer, MI 49911 

www.TammyKauranen.firstweber.com

FIRST WEBER 
REALTORS® 

 a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate

–– ––

Tammy Kauranen 
MI Associate Broker, REALTOR®  
Licensed in MI and WI

Wolverine Nordic Trails

5851 Sunset Rd., Ironwood, MI • wolverinenordic.com

XC SKI & SNOWSHOE THE TRAILS 
IN THE MOUNTAINS OF THE MIDWEST! 

Visit our website for updates & trails conditions

Come Visit Us In BessemerCome Visit Us In Bessemer
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aid kit, whistle, flashlight, pocketknife, waterproof matches, 
lighter, and a candle for use as an emergency fire starter. 

For more information, visit the Sylvania Wilderness web-
site. 

 
Lake Gogebic 

According to the Lake Gogebic Chamber of Commerce, the 
Lake Gogebic State Park also has cross-country ski trails on 
the west side of the lake, off of M-64. For more information, 
call the park at 906-842-3341. 

 

Ontonagon County, Michigan 
 

Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park 
On the shore of Lake Superior, the Porcupine Mountains 

Wilderness State Park offers 42K of cross-country ski trails, 
as well as snowshoeing throughout the park. 

Skis and snowshoes are available for rent at the Porcupine 
Mountains Ski Area chalet, which also includes fireplaces and 
a café during open hours on long weekends. 

Describing the region as “wild and gorgeous,” the park web-
site notes the following three major options: 

—Ski Area Trails: These trails are groomed for cross-coun-
try skiing, but snowshoers may use the same paths as long 
as they stay to the side of the groomed portion. A variety of 
loop lengths are available via Nonesuch Trail, Log Camp Trail, 

Deer Yard Trail, etc. Big Hemlock Trail offers views of Lake 
Superior, and Union Spring Trail includes Michigan’s second-
largest natural spring. 

—Lake of the Clouds: M-107, also known as 107th Engi-
neers Memorial Highway, leads to Lake of the Clouds, a must-
see viewing area for many tourists. Its access road is not open 
in winter, but a snowmobile trail leads to the lookout, and 
snowshoers may walk next to that trail, which park officials 
warn includes a “serious climb.” 

—Backcountry Trekking: The overall park includes 60,000 
acres of forest and waterfalls. Park officials, however, warn 
snowshoers to be mindful of the dangers in exploring the for-
est without the benefit of a groomed path. 

Persons wishing guidance in their adventures may register 
for free two-hour snowshoe hikes that start with a chairlift up 
the Porkies Ski Hill by calling 906-885-5206. The park also of-
fers candlelit snowshoe hikes with bonfire breaks. 

For general trail information, call 906-885-5209 or see the 
Porkies website. 

 
Bergland 

The 3.2-mile Bergland Ski Trail is one mile north of Berg-
land, off M-64. According to the Ottawa National Forest web-
site, the trail promises “scenic hardwoods and pockets of 
hemlock,” along with the possibility of seeing white-tailed deer, 
other winter mammals and songbirds. 
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1035 W. State Hwy. M64, Ontonagon, MI

Hurricane Performance Dealer

906•884•8500

Auto & Light Truck Repair 
Powersports – Snowmobile/UTV/ATV Repair 

Small Engine Repair/Lawn & Garden 
Husqvarna – Full Sales & Service 

Amsoil and Advantage Duragard Lubricant 
Distributor – Full Line of Synthetic Oils 

Interstate Battery Dealer 
Retail – Full Line of Clothing & Accessories

Featuring...  

GAS & CONVENIENCE STORE 
• Michigan Lottery, Keno 
• ATV Trail Permits 
• Fishing & Hunting Licenses 

THE BLACK BEAR RESTAURANT 
Kitchen open 8am til 10pm (EST) 

• Friday Fish Fry 
• Saturday Prime Rib 

THE BLACK BEAR LOUNGE 
• Full service Bar 
• Dazzling Dance Floor 
• Giant Flat Screen Satellite TV 

THE BLACK BEAR LANES 
8 lane Bowling Alley 

THE BLACK BEAR MOTEL 
All Non-smoking rooms! 

64 & Main - PO Box 675 
White Pine, Michigan 49971 

906-885-5170 
www.thekonteka.com

Also available on-site... WIFI, Verizon 
Extender, ATM, Gift Shop, laundry facility, 
convenient parking for all trucks & trailers

KONTEKA 
Black Bear Resort 

White Pine, Michigan

OPEN at 8am for Breakfast - 7 Days a Week
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An auxiliary trail loop of 3.4 miles includes hills and short 
slopes of medium difficulty. The trail is groomed on a weather-
permitting basis, and skiers are encouraged to call the Onton-
agon Ranger District at 906-884-2085 for grooming 
conditions. 

The Bergland Ski Trail includes no warming hut. 
 

Mass City 
Located in Greenland Township, Mass City lies in the 

foothills of the Porcupine Mountains and offers a cross-country 
ski trail that includes parts of the Ottawa National Forest. 

According to the ONF, the Old Grade Ski Trail — consid-
ered easy to navigate — is located at Courtney Lake, eight 
miles east of Mass City on M-38. This 4.2-mile long trail in-
cludes mild slopes and parts of a historic, wooded railroad 
grade that was used for logging during the turn of the previous 
century. The trail provides a shorter two-mile loop as well. 

Before using this trail, which has no warming hut, call the 
Ontonagon Ranger District at 906-884-2085 for a status re-
port. 

 

Iron County, Wisconsin 
 

MECCA Trails 
MECCA Trails (Mercer Cross-Country Ski Club, Inc.) in 

Mercer, Wisconsin, maintains 21K of cross-country skiing trails 
that are groomed regularly for classic and skate skiing tech-
niques. Terrain is suitable for those of all abilities.  

The trails also include three miles of looped, ungroomed 
snowshoe trails through forest and wetlands. The two-mile 
Mercer Springs Trail connects with the one-mile Klondike Trail. 
Trails are well marked, and the terrain has rolling hills.   

The MECCA Cabin Trailhead, at 4686N Fierick Road, is a 
full log chalet that is heated by a wood stove and includes 
benches, tables, a wax bench, changing room and vault toi-
lets. The chalet is open seven days a week from 8 a.m. to 6 
p.m. during the winter season. 

The Flowage Trailhead, off Joe’s Shack Road, is at Little 
Turtle Flowage and Waterfowl Management area, which is 
maintained by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Re-
sources. There is a porta potty in the parking lot. 

Winterfest will be held “live” at MECCA on Jan. 28. Three 
ski races will be held in the morning: Claire d’ Loon 5K, 
Flowage 15K and MECCA 30K will be timed competitions for 
both classic and skate skiers.   

Also on Jan. 28, the annual MECCA Candlelight Ski Shoe 
Hike event will be held from 5 to 8 p.m. As a decades-old tra-
dition, a one-mile candlelit trail has been offered as a family-
friendly event with bonfires, hot chocolate and cookies 
keeping participants warm. The Candlelight is free to the pub-
lic with no registration required.  You can even bring your dog, 
as MECCA is a dog-friendly trail system. 

Winterfest “Virtual” format will run from Dec. 17 through 
Feb. 19 and will offer four race courses and a snowshoe tour. 
It’s a great alternative for someone who can’t make the live 

continued on page 25

For Your Home, 
Cabin or Extra Guests 

Futons

Sofa  
Sleepers

• Innerspring 
   Futon Pads

HITT’S FINE FURNITURE

Removal Layaway Plan 
Available Available

FREE Regional Delivery Up To 60 Miles of Either Store On  
Orders Of  $299 Or More (Stop For Details)

HOURS: 
Mon.-Fri. 9-5 

Sat. 9-3

Complete Finished or Unfinished, 
Upholstery and Bedding For All Rooms 

-Everything You Need To Make Your House A Home.
128 E. Aurora St., Ironwood, MI 49938 

906-932-4400 
504 Main St. West, Ashland, WI 54806 

715-682-8900 
  Website: hittsfinefurniture.net

For Your Home, 
Cabin or Extra Guests 

• Solid Wood 
• Multiple  Finishes 
• Multiple Frames

• Twin, Full  
or Queen  
Available
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event and wants to ski or snowshoe multiple events. The 
Claire 5K, Flowage 15K, and MECCA 30K courses will be 
marked for skiers. Also offered in the virtual format will be the 
Turtle River Pursuit, which is an 11K course that is skied twice, 
one leg with classic skis and one leg with skate skis. The Pur-
suit is offered for individuals and two-person teams. Times for 
both legs are combined to determine the fastest skiers. Skiers 
will keep and report their own times to be eligible for prizes 
awarded by age and gender categories. 

The Mercer Springs Snowshoe Tour is a non-competitive, 
fun event for snowshoers. The 1-, 2- and 3-mile looped trails 
can be enjoyed throughout the winter 

All participants who register for Winterfest will receive a 
Nordic ski hat.  Winners of the timed events will receive prizes, 
including merchandise from local sponsors. 

MECCA trails are on public property owned by the Town of 
Mercer, Mercer Sanitary District, Iron County Forestry and 
Parks, and the State of Wisconsin. 

MECCA is a 501c3 nonprofit organization that is commu-
nity-focused and volunteer-driven. Donations and member-
ships help to fund trail grooming and facilities maintenance. 

For more information regarding trail conditions and events, 
go to www.MECCATrails.com. 

 
Uller Ski Trail  

The Uller Ski Trail runs through the Penokee Range in 

northern Iron County and is billed as the most isolated ski trail 
in Wisconsin. These truly unique, remote trails stretching for 
24 kilometers get some of the most perfect snow in the upper 
Midwest. Uller is groomed for classic Nordic skiing by the Iron 
County Forestry and Parks Department and has been main-
tained by the Penokee Rangers for the last 50 years. Thanks 
to these organizations and generous donors like the Gogebic 
Range Health Foundation, Uller has been open and free to 
use for five decades now.  

There is a trailhead and parking area in Upson at Weber 
Lake at the base of Whitecap Mountains Resort, just off 
County E. Heading east from that trailhead are a series of 
three loops. These loops, constructed in 2017 and 2018, pro-
vide 6.8K of groomed trails in the beautiful Penokee Range. 
A log cabin warming house was added to this part of the Uller 
Trail in 2019. 

True back-country skiing is available, extending east from 
the loops. The main stem of the Uller trail runs west to east, 
terminating in Pence at the old ball field on WI-77 across from 
the Do Drop Inn. The Krankkala Spur begins at the Lagoon 
Trailhead, located just north of Iron Belt, and runs north 3.5K 
to the main stem. 

Snowshoers and dogs are welcome on the Uller, but are 
asked to respect the set track by staying to the sides of the 
trail. 

Please note that Uller is a genuine back-country experi-

DOWNTOWN IRONWOOD 
Mon.-Sat. 9am-5:30pm, Sun. 11am-3pm

“Largest Gift Store in the U.P.” 
• Home Decor • Souvenirs & more

“Largest Gift Store in the U.P.” 
• Home Decor • Souvenirs & more

#ENDTHESTIGMA     #YOUARENOTALONE

1  IN 5 PEOPLE
Experience A Mental Health Issue

~ Sponsored By Range Suicide Prevention Council ~

24/7 CALL, TEXT, CHAT

Sue Bolton, Manager

- FULLY INSURED - 
715-561-2899 • 715-562-0451 

www.4SeasonsLPS.com

Seasons Lawn & 
Property Services, Inc.

HERE TO HELP WITH ALL YOUR PROPERTY MAINTENANCE NEEDS 
Locally owned & operated - Dan Thomas 

PROVIDING 
Fall Cleanup • Plow Damage Repair • Snow Plowing 
Property Checks • Lawn Mowing • Light Excavation 

continued on page 26
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Merritt’s Travel Center 
Gas, Diesel, Auto Repair, Convenience

Glen and Rachelle Merritt 
Owners/Operators 
1364 Thirteenth St 
PO Box 25 
Mass City, MI 49948 
(906) 883-3537 or (906) 883-3763 
Find us on Facebook

10612 M-38 
PO Box 228 
Greenland, MI 49929

PAT’S 
MOTORSPORTS 
Where Customer Service is #1 
 
Visit Our Website 
www.patsmotorsports.com 
 
 
Phone: 906-883-3536 
Email: kip@patsmotorsports.com 
Fax: 906-883-3380

Homemade Soups & Chili 
~ Best Burgers in Greenland ~ 

Intersection of Trails 12 - 13 - 3, across from Pat’s Motorsports

906-883-3334 
Valerie Sarau & 
Jerry Johnson  

10701 M38, 
Greenland, MI 

49929

Welcome To 
Greenland/ 
Mass City

Welcome To 
Greenland/ 
Mass City

ence, and all activities on the trails 
should be done with proper planning and 
a companion.  

The Penokee Rangers, a volunteer 
organization, was founded in the mid 
1970s and has been caring for these 
trails since. Donations are accepted via 
boxes along the trail and at peno-
keerangers.com. 

For more information, visit peno-
keerangers.com, norwiski.com or skin-
nyski.com. 

Montreal Historic Ski Trails  
The Montreal Historic Ski Trails, in the 

former mining company town of Mon-
treal, Wisconsin, range from easy to dif-
ficult. These trails are perfect for all skill 
levels, including kids and dogs. 

Interpretive signs along the trail ex-
plain many mining infrastructure devel-
opments that still exist.  A new fire ring 
was added last year in the old mine 
company’s Core Shack near the Rose 
Wreath Trailhead on Trail Number 4. 
Trails are extensively groomed for clas-
sic skiing and snowshoers during the 
winter season to provide free, quality 

winter outdoor recreation opportunities. 
Easiest access to this 15K trail sys-

tem is at the Rose Wreath Trailhead, lo-
cated on WI-77 behind the wreath 
factory. 

Members of the Penokee Rangers, a 
nonprofit, volunteer group in its 50th 

year, groom these trails. Donation boxes 
are located throughout the trail system 
and also can be made at peno-
keerangers.com.  

For more information, visit peno-
keerangers.com, norwiski.com or skin-
nyski.com. 
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Porkies Ski Area 
The Porcupine Mountains Ski 

Area is part of the Porcupine Moun-
tains Wilderness State Park. It dates 
back to 1940 as one of the first alpine 
ski areas in the Midwest. 

This ski area — which boasts a 670-
foot vertical drop — is known for its 
view of Lake Superior from the top of 
the hill, as well as for an abundance of 
natural, lake-effect snow. No artificial 
snow is made here. 

The Porkies has 250 acres on which 
to ski, along with about 20 runs, a 
chairlift and a rope tow. 

Beginners should start with the 
bunny hill, which is right next to the 
chalet. The next step from there is one 
of the easy slopes that offer scenic 
views and extended descents. The Hid-
den Valley run is on the east side, and 
the Sunset run is on the west. 

Intermediate skiers should try the 
following tours: Ridge Run, Snow Val-
ley, Hiawatha, Copper Run, Superior 
Plunge or Hemlock. 

For experts, there are three black-di-
amond trails (Agate, Cuyahoga and 
Ojibway) and five challenging double 
black-diamond runs (The Jungle, Agate 
Glades, Porcupine Glades, Porcupine 
Plunge and Hemlock Glades). 

A terrain park also is available. 
During the winter season, the hill 

typically is open from Fridays through 
Mondays from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Lift tick-
ets are available for full or half-days or 
for the full season. Some deals include 
complementary free skiing days at 
Michigan ski resorts such as Mt. Bo-
hemia and Marquette Mountain. 

As of the end of last season, the 
Porkies Ski Area is now under the 
management of the state Department 
of Natural Resources, which monitors 
all outdoor activity. The DNR has con-
tracted the direction of indoor chalet 
activity — including concessions, the 
ski shop and rentals — to Simple Ad-
ventures. 

On the deck of the chalet is a fire pit, 
while the inside includes several fire-
places.  

The ski hill hosts popular annual 

events such as the Snowburst Winter 
Carnival and the Midwest Telefest. 
Check local media for related an-
nouncements. 

The Porkies Ski Area is accessible 
from M-64/107th Engineers Memorial 
Highway. Note that South Boundary 
Road is closed in winter months. Ample 
parking is available near the chalet. 

Additional activities are available in 
the way of trails for snowshoeing and 
cross-country skiing near the parking 
area. 

Porcupine Wilderness State Park 
has lodging options, but additional 
choices are available through local ho-
tels. 

In warmer months, the ski area re-
mains busy with hiking, fall color rides, 
a Frisbee golf course and the annual 
Porkies Music Festival, which is organ-
ized by Friends of the Porkies. 

The ski hill’s website includes addi-
tional details, such as snow conditions, 
a ski hill map and a webcam. For more 
information, call 906-885-5209 or 906-
885-5275. 

 
Adventure Mountain 

Ontonagon County now has a new 
location for snow sports at Adventure 
Mountain in Greenland. Actually, it’s 
more like a revival because the site 
had been open for years in the previ-

ous century until the tow rope broke in 
1990. 

In 2015, grant funds from the state 
Department of Natural Resources, as 
well as from the Portage Health Foun-
dation, became available. Local busi-
nesses and individuals offered 
additional donations, with Greenland 
Township officials supplying coopera-
tion. But then, 2018 flooding in the Ke-
weenaw Peninsula, followed by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, took priority over 
the work needed to restore Adventure 
Mountain. 

As of the start of 2021, however, it 
was possible to reopen the ski area 
three decades after it had closed. A 
new tow rope had been installed, and 
other upgrades had been enacted. Ski-
ing, snowboarding and sledding com-
menced, as well as skating in a 
separate, enclosed structure. 

During winter months, Adventure 
Mountain is open on Fridays from 5 to 
9 p.m. and on Saturdays and Sundays 
from noon to 5 p.m. The chalet offers 
food, as well as equipment rentals. 

In the summer, the location is the 
site of biking trails and the Ontonagon 
County Fair.  

The Mountain Lions Club, a non-
profit entity, has steered the rejuvena-
tion of Adventure Mountain and 
continues to manage the operation.

Ontonagon Ski Areas
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The western Upper Peninsula and 
northeast Wisconsin offer scenic and 
well maintained trails. There are liter-
ally hundreds of miles of groomed and 
rustic trails that run along former rail 
grade, wooded settings, scenic moun-
tain vistas, and frozen lakes and 
streams. 

The Gogebic Range Trail Authority 
manages more than 100 miles of 
snowmobile trails and 20 miles of 
ORV trails, some of which border Wis-
consin. 

The GRTA system runs through the 
Ottawa National Forest and two-thirds 
of Gogebic County, thanks to cooper-
ation from more than 50 private 
landowners allowing access to their 
property. 

Featured along the routes are more 

than 15 bridges, including Ramsay’s 
Keystone Bridge. Lookout points on 
GRTA trails include Bald Mountain 
North, Bald Mountain South, the Mon-
treal River Gorge, the Superior Falls 
Waterfall Complex and Gabbro Falls. 

On Bald Mountain, a 16-foot metal 
tepee structure serves as a public 
warming shelter. 

Parking and access points to GRTA 
trails include Ironwood, Bessemer, 
Wakefield and Ramsay. 

GRTA snowmobile routes are suf-
fering a major blow this year from the 
closure of Trail 2, from Upper Black-
jack Road to Chicago Mine Road near 
Sunday Lake. The closure of about 
four miles will hamper traffic that once 
flowed freely from east to west. 

The closure occurred in the fall of 

2022 when the new owner of the for-
mer Big Snow Resort — now re-
named as Snowriver Mountain Resort 
— announced that the operation was 
not insured to cover any possible lia-
bilities. 

As a result, GRTA President Steve 
Hamilton noted that snowmobilers 
traveling east from Wisconsin would 
have to use the 11S trail connector 
through Vilas County, Wisconsin. 
He added that some county roads 
also are available for snowmobile 
use. 

Hamilton warned of safety con-
cerns in relation to snowmobilers 
using public roads or attempting 
crossings in areas of low visibility. 

Gogebic County
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Knitt’s 
Hardware Hank

Krista Jason & Matthew Maurer 

715-385-2300 
10359 Main St., Boulder Junction, WI 54512

8th Annual 

“Iceholes of the North” 
Ice Fishing Tournament 

January 14th, 7am-6pm 

Located on Trail 6 

      Watch your favorite 
  sporting events here!

12436 Hwy W,  Presque Isle, WI 

(715) 686-2575 
OPEN AT NOON-Closed Mondays 

   Proudly serving 
   Italian Beefs, Gyros, 
Nueske’s Bacon Burgers 
   and Homemade Pizzas 

   Proudly serving 
   Italian Beefs, Gyros, 
Nueske’s Bacon Burgers 
   and Homemade Pizzas 

Stop In & Say Hi ~ The All New Gooch’s 2
  FEATURED NIGHTLY SPECIALS 
  H Thursdays – Chef’s Choice 
  H Fridays – Fish Fry “All-You-You-Eat” 
  H Saturdays – Steak Night 
  H Sundays – Broasted Chicken 
  H Monday – Chef’s Choice 
Open 11am Daily – Closed Tuesday & Wednesday

6215 Hwy. M, Boulder Jct., WI 54512 (3 miles North of Boulder Jct) • 715-385-92886215 Hwy. M, Boulder Jct., WI 54512 (3 miles North of Boulder Jct) • 715-385-9288

Boulder Junction/Presque IsleBoulder Junction/Presque Isle
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GRTA is an all-volunteer club of 
men and women who volunteer thou-
sands of hours every year in hopes 
riders will appreciate the area’s 
beauty as much as they do. 

For updates on activities and trail 
information, see GRTA’s Facebook 
page and its website at gogebi-
crangeta.org. A county snowmobiling 
map from the state Department of 
Natural Resources is available on the 

website. 
Gogebic County snowmobiling 

trails may open on Dec. 1, depending 
on snow conditions. 

 
Lake Gogebic Trails 

Shared by Gogebic and Ontonagon 
counties, Lake Gogebic offers a 
wealth of snowmobiling trails in the 
lake region. 

The Bergland-based Lake Gogebic 
Area Groomers maintains over 50 
miles of groomed trails. 

For more information, visit gogbi-

careagrooming.com. For trail routes, 
visit lakegogebic.com.  

 
Watersmeet 

The Watersmeet-based Thunder 
Riders Snowmobile Club works to 
provide groomed snowmobile trails on 
national, state and private forest land 
in that area. Sometimes referred to as 
the Watersmeet Thunder Riders, the 
club advises riders to learn the restric-
tions for operating snowmobiles on 
and off roads within the Ottawa Na-
tional Forest. 

from page 28

The Porcupine Mountains and Ontonagon County are 
home to more than 350 miles of groomed snowmobile trails. 
The routes include views of wilderness, waterfalls, and lakes, 
according to the Porcupine Mountains and Ontonagon Area 
Convention & Visitors Bureau. 

The north end of the county has trails near Lake Superior, 
whereas the south end has trails around Lake Gogebic, 
which is the largest natural, inland lake in the Upper Penin-
sula. Throughout the routes, you can venture deep into the 
Northwoods while viewing some of the most beautiful parts 
of the state. 

The visitors bureau recommends traveling from Silver City 
along Trail 1, which parallels the 107th Engineers Memorial 
Highway along Lake Superior. The trail leads to the 
renowned Lake of the Clouds and includes major elevation 

as you near the site. The bureau also recommends taking 
Trail 3 to see Bond Falls, a few miles east of Paulding. 

Ontonagon trails also provide access to several restau-
rants, a variety of lodging options and other businesses that 
cater to snowmobilers. Other communities accessible by 
snowmobile include White Pine, Rockland, Greenland and 
the village of Ontonagon. 

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources provides 
a map of designated snowmobile trails in Ontonagon County. 
The map is available at upsnowmobiling.com/trail-maps/On-
tonagon. That website also provides reports on trail condi-
tions. 

The North Country Snowmobile Club, whose members 
groom many of the county trails, also has a website and a 
Facebook page. 

Ontonagon CountySnowmobiling
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Corner of US Hwy 45 &  St. Hwy M28 
(906) 827-3515 

Bruce Crossing, Michigan

H Full Line Grocery Store   H Sporting Goods 
H Bait & Licenses   H Gas Station   H Lottery 

H Beer, Wine & Liquor   H Deli   H Feed & Farm 
H Bulk Propane Delivery – Commercial 

& Residential  H Cylinder Refills

SETTLERS CO-OP, INC. 
Serving Our Community 

For Over 100 Years!

Ewen 
Building 
Supply

Hwy M-28, Ewen, MI 906-988-2385 
Hours: M-F 7-5, Sat. 8-3, Sun. 9-1

HOME CENTER 
for all your building, hardware and household needs . . . 

WE OFFER – Tool & Equipment Rental • Brand Name Appliances 
• Storage Sheds (vinyl or log siding) 

• Prompt & Free Estimates • Quality Service • Delivery Available  

ewenbuilding@ewenbuilding.net   ewenbuilding.doitbest.com

Fun in Ewen /Bruce CrossingFun in Ewen /Bruce Crossing
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With Hurley and Mercer serving as 
hubs, Iron County offers more than 500 
miles of groomed snowmobile trails. 

Annual snowfall often exceeds 200 
inches. The county serves as a snow-
mobiling center, with trails connecting 
to Vilas, Price and Ashland counties in 
Wisconsin and to the Upper Peninsula 
of Michigan. 

With plenty of lodging and snowmo-
bile rentals, the county comes alive 
with sleds during snowy winter week-
ends. Snow-blanketed forests filled 
with the sights and sounds of the 
Wisconsin Northwoods are what at-
tract many snowmobilers to Iron 
County. 

The scenic trails here are groomed 
by the Iron County Forestry & Parks 
Department, along with the White 
Thunder Riders and the Mercer Sno-
Goers, which was named 2022 Club of 
the Year by the Association of Wiscon-
sin Snowmobile Clubs. Both of the Iron 
County clubs host various events each 

year and make charitable contributions. 
One of the most anticipated is the Sno-
Goers’ Winter Blast, which is typically 
in January of each year at the club’s 
Mercer Snowmobile Barn. For more in-
formation on either club, see 
whitethunderriders.com and mercer-
snogoers.com. 

 
Iron County Snowmobiling Trails 

From the Iron Horse Trail in Hurley, 
the ride to Saxon and Gurney covers 
12 miles, with places to stop for gas, 
food and refreshments along the way. 

A ride on Trail 3 to Saxon Harbor, 
with its spectacular view of Lake Supe-
rior, is a pleasant diversion for the avid 
snowmobiler. 

A journey on Trail 17 guides riders 
south of Hurley along the Michigan bor-
der past beautiful Pine Lake. The trail 
crosses many rivers and creeks, offer-
ing excellent viewing of wildlife and the 
natural splendor common to Iron 
County.  

Heading farther south, the same trail 
leads to Mercer, the Loon Capital of the 
World and a bustling small town eager 
to welcome riders. 

Trail 77 takes a southwestern 
course through the rich, historic mining 
towns of Montreal, Pence and Iron 
Belt, with a unique opportunity  to view 
the Plummer Mine headframe, the only 
remaining such structure in Wisconsin. 

From there, a choice trail of interest 
is Corridor 8, which travels west of 
Mercer, past the Lake of the Falls sce-
nic area and the Turtle Flambeau 
Flowage. This trail meanders through 
beautifully wooded, well-groomed 
trails. 

Also in southern Iron County, 
Springstead, on Trail 182, welcomes 
riders to enjoy well-marked trails that 
wander through dense, snow-covered 
forests for a unique winter experience. 

For 24-hour snow reports on Iron 
County trails, call 715-476-SNOW 
(7669).

Iron County, Wis.
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Give us a follow! 
 

@anewseason.ashlandwi 

 

“A New Season” 

 

Pattianewseason@gmail.com

420 W. Lake Shore Drive, Ashland, WI 54806 

UNITED
Dreams

• Water & European Pipes 
• Delta 8, 9 & 10 Products 
• Adults Toys & DVD’s 
• New Age & Rock Crystals 
• Candles 
• Spell Casters 
• Grinders & Detox 

•Edibles, Flower & Vapes 
   Including Ghost 
• Rolling Papers & Cones 
   -Original & Flavored 
• Lingerie, Gag gifts &  
   Stripper Poles 
•Incense, Knives & more 

411 Main St., Ashland, WI                       715-682-2529 
Owner - Sue Forman/Johnson      uniteddreams16@gmail.com

www.nglvc.org • 715-685-9983 
2.5 miles west of Ashland, WI on Hwy. 2

Souvenirs • Unique Gifts 
Regional Books 

Locally-made Jewelry 
Clothing and Much More

Located inside the Northern Great Lake Visitor Center

Come Visit Us in Ashland
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The Jack Frost Festival is a series of 
events that take place over a period of 
two and one-half months to celebrate 
winter in the Western Upper Peninsula. 

The festival will kick off with the an-
nual tree-lighting ceremony at the His-
toric Ironwood Depot Park on Nov. 17 
at 6 p.m. A carol sing-along with a 1905 
reed organ will take place, and Iron-
wood’s Luther L. Wright High School 
Choir also will provide music. Refresh-
ments will be served afterward.  

The Warren Miller ski film “Day-
break” will be shown at the Historic 
Ironwood Theatre on Nov. 26 at 5 p.m. 
The event will be a fundraiser for the 
L.L. Wright ski team. 

Multiple events will occur on Dec. 2 
as part of Ironwood’s First Friday pro-
motion. It will be Customer Apprecia-
tion Day at Ironwood’s St. Vincent de 
Paul Society Thrift Store from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. with coffee and treats. Iron-
wood Carnegie Library will feature a 
“Make and Take” crafts session for chil-
dren from noon to 5 p.m. The library 
also will offer a story walk titled “Snow-
men at Night” within store windows 
downtown. Directions will be available 
at the library and at local businesses. 

The day will end at the Historic Iron-
wood Theatre with the movie “A John 
Denver Christmas” at 7:30 p.m. 

On both Dec. 2 and 3, the NoEL — 
short for Northern Elves — Festival 
Christmas Market will take place down-
town. On Dec. 3, Carnegie Library also 
will offer a second “Make and Take” 
crafts session from 9 a.m. to noon. 

In addition, Dec. 3 will feature many 
other events. There will be ice carving 
downtown from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. There 
will be a visit from Santa and Mrs. 
Claus that afternoon and the $10,000 
Jack Frost raffle will be drawn. The 
Carnegie Library will offer an open 
house from 5 to 6 p.m. with cookies 
and hot cider while also accepting reg-
istrations for the Northern Elves’ Santa 
Dash, which will take place at 5:30 
p.m. on Aurora Street. 

The highlight of Dec. 3 will be the 

Jack Frost Festival of Lights parade at 
6 p.m. downtown. Afterward, the Goge-
bic Range Concert Band will offer a 
Christmas concert at the Historic Iron-
wood Theatre. 

On both Dec. 3-4, the Bears & 
Blades PeeWee Level B hockey tour-
nament will be presented by Ironwood 
Polar Bear Hockey at the Pat O’Don-
nell Civic Center in Ironwood.  

Also on Dec. 4, the Ironwood middle 
and high school bands will present 
their holiday concert will be at 2 p.m. at 

the Historic Ironwood Theatre. 
The Chamber Singers will present 

their 32nd annual Christmas concert at 
Our Lady of Peace Catholic Church on 
Friday, Dec. 9, at 7 p.m.; and Sunday, 
Dec. 11, at 4 p.m. 

From Dec. 9-11, the “Fire on the Hill” 
snocross racing event will be at Mt. 
Zion Ski Area on the campus of Goge-
bic Community College. There will be 
registration and practice runs on Fri-
day, and races on Saturday and Sun-
day. This event is part of the Midwest 
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Relax. Rejuvenate. 
Traditional Swedish Massage 

Cupping  •  Hot Stones   
Zero-Gravity Therapeutic Massage   

Infrared Sauna 

Jodie Hughes, LMT  
Rebecca Miljevich, LMT 

Teresa Cox, LMT 
Call for an appointment or book online! 

906-285-7443 
www.earthskydayspa.com 

719 Douglas Blvd. ~ Ironwood, MI 49938

downtownartplace.com 
Fine Art and Crafts Gallery 

Paintings, Pottery, Hand-Blown Glass, 
Jewelry and so much more!

Inspire    Visualize    Create
Tuesday through Sunday 12-4pm 

111 E. Aurora St., Ironwood, MI • 906-285-7300 

1260 Wall Street, Ironwood, MI 49938

Snocross Series. 
On Dec. 10, the LLW School choirs Accent! and Ayer 

Street Voices will present their holiday show will be at 7 p.m. 
at the Historic Ironwood Theatre. 

The Historic Ironwood Theatre will present “A HIT Christ-
mas,” a community holiday show on Saturday, Dec. 17 at 7 
p.m., and Sunday, Dec. 18, at 2 p.m. 

On Dec. 26, HIT will show the feature film “Santa Clause 
3: The Escape Clause” at 1 p.m. 

As of publication, there were tentative plans for the return 
of two weekends of popular snowmobile racing at the Goge-
bic County Fairgrounds — ISO Pro Vintage races on Dec. 
31-Jan. 1 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. (with practice runs will be on 
Dec. 30); and USSA Snowmobile Olympus & TRL Races 
Jan. 7-8 (with practice times on Jan. 6). 

The Sisu Nordic Ski Festival will take place Jan. 6-8. 
Along with registration on Friday will be a vendor display at 
the Memorial Building from 4 to 10 p.m. Races will start on 
Saturday at the ABR Trails in Erwin Township and will end at 
Ironwood’s Downtown City Square. A fat tire bike event will 
held on Sunday. 

It all wraps up on Jan. 28 at 7 p.m. with the annual “Light 
Up the Night” Christmas tree burn, sponsored by the Norrie 
Amateur Sports Club. The club collects and burns used 
Christmas trees in a giant bonfire as community members 
enjoy treats and beverages. 

The full lineup of events is coordinated by the Jack Frost 
Committee of the Ironwood Chamber of Commerce. 
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Got Sisu? 
The organizers of the Sisu Ski Fest welcome participants 

from near and far to find out the answer to that question. 
The 14th annual Sisu Ski Fest is set for Jan. 6-8. Races 

range from the 5K Hauska Hiihto Fun Ski to the 15K Heikki 
Lunta and the event’s signature race, the 30K Sisu. 

The event’s website describes Sisu as: “A combination of 
stamina, perseverance, courage, and determination held in 
reserve for hard times.” 

The starting line is at ABR Trails with the Finnish Line in 
downtown Ironwood. 

“Racers can expect well groomed trails that pass through 
forested landscapes, ups and downs among rocky outcrops, 
gentle sections along the Montreal River and a former rail-

road grade, and a few twists and turn through the Miners 
Memorial Heritage Park,” according to sisuskifest.com. 

Registration and bib pickup takes place at the Memorial 
Building in downtown Ironwood from 4 to 10 p.m. on Friday 
and 8 to 11 a.m. on Saturday. There will also be an expo at 
the same place at the same times, except that runs until 4 
p.m. Saturday. 

The 30K Sisu starts in waves beginning at 9:30 a.m. on 
Saturday with the 15K to follow, also in waves, at 11 a.m. 
The 5K fun ski is at 1 p.m. at the city garage. Food for volun-
teers and racers will be available at the Memorial Building 
from noon to 4. Awards pick-up is at 1:30 p.m. there. 

The Ironwood Theatre will also host entertainment that 
evening from 6 to 9 p.m.
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ANTIQUES
DAN’S
DOWNTOWN   IRONWOOD

Open Year Round   
7 Days - 10:00am to 5:00pm

131 E. Aurora St. • Ironwood, MI 49938 
(906) 932-5002 

        Search Dan’s Antiques LLC

 Come home to

COMFORT

y. 

r more information.

e color PINK is a 

E US Hwy 2 - Bessemer, MI (906)667-0201

Stop by soon. We have everything you need to get started today. 

www.acehardware.com

• Keeps homes warmer in the winter and cooler in the summer 

• Saves up to 20% on heating and cooling energy bills 

• Lowers energy consumption and helps save our natural resources 

• Enjoy the peace of mind that comes with the most tested, most trusted brand 
  of insulation 

Owens Corning insulation can mean great savings too 

Did you know that over 60% of homes are under-insulated? It’s true. But there is an 
easy and affordable way to make a home more comfortable and lower the energy 
bills – just add insulation to the attic. Installing Owens Corning Insulation comes 
with a number of great benefits.

1http://www.naimi.org/pages/benefits/publichealth/publichealth.html. 
2Savings vary. Find out why in the seller’s fact sheet on R-values.  
  Higher R-values mean greater insulating power.

Pub. No. 10013004. Printed in U.S.A. September 2010. THE PINK PANTHER™ & 
© 19674 - 2010 Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
Studios Inc. All Rights Reserved. The color PINK is a registered trademark of 
Owens Corning. ©2010 Owens Corning.

1710 E. Cloverland Dr. 
Ironwood, MI 49938 

888-734-4877 
906-932-4110  
5211 Hwy. 51 

Mercer, WI 54534 
877-350-2323 
715-476-2323

Serving Gogebic County, MI & Iron County, WI for Over 15 Years!
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Gogebic and Ontonagon Counties 
The Ottawa National Forest has 

more than 500 named lakes on which 
to ice fish. 

Ice fishing on lakes within the Ot-
tawa is permitted, except on Sylvania 
Wilderness special provision lakes. 
However, the forest has very few 
plowed roads that lead to lakes. More-
over, anglers need to get a Michigan 
fishing guide, which will help to famil-
iarize them with all rules and regula-
tions related to fees, seasons, species 
and licensing. 

Snowmobilers also must be in ac-
cordance with the motor vehicle rules 
of the forest. 

Generally, spring (May-June) is the 
best time for lake fishing on the Ot-
tawa. Summer (July-August) is some-
what slower, and fall 
(September-October) is somewhere in 
between. 

Stream fishing for lake-run salmon 
and steelhead usually picks up around 
April 1 except for streams with an ex-
tended trout-salmon season, such as 
on the East Branch of the Ontonagon 
River, north of M-28, or those with no 
closed season. The best fishing on 
those streams starts around mid-Sep-
tember and lasts until the snow flies. 

Stream fishing for resident trout is 
generally best near the end of the legal 
season, especially for brook trout, 
which start upstream migration around 
this time. 

Walleyes and crappies tend to bite 
best under low light conditions (early 
morning, late evenings and overcast 
days). 

Fish for bass, crappies, pike and 
panfish near logs, brush or in weedy 
areas. 

In bright sunlight, and after storms or 

cold snaps, most fish tend to go deeper 
and are harder to get to bite. Use live 
bait, and fish deeper and slower under 
these conditions. 

Feb. 18-19 will be a free fishing 
weekend in Michigan. In addition, vari-
ous ice fishing tournaments take place 
throughout the Western Upper Penin-
sula.  

 
Iron County, Wisconsin 

With several inland lakes in Iron 
County, anglers of all ages can enjoy 
this winter sport. Saxon Harbor also 
features ice fishing on Lake Superior. 
The county hosts a number of ice fish-
ing tournaments for locals and visitors 
to the region. 

Willy’s Still will sponsor an ice fish-
ing tournament on Island Lake on Jan. 
14. 

Two ice fishing tournaments in Mer-
cer are also expected to draw people 
from all over the region. The Mercer 
Lions Club Ice Fishing Jamboree at 
Mercer’s Carow Park is always a popu-
lar event, with this season’s date set for 
Feb. 18. The Turtle-Flambeau Flowage 
Ice Fishing Jamboree, formerly known 
as the Claus Kraetke Memorial Ice 
Fishing Jamboree, is scheduled to be 
held on Feb. 25 at Donner’s Bay Re-
sort. 

Watch chamber websites and local 
media for details on fishing tourna-
ments in both Wisconsin and Michigan.
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The opening of the new Patrick O’-
Donnell Civic Center in October will en-
sure that indoor winter events are more 
fun than ever along with providing an 
all-year multipurpose venue, adjacent 
to Gogebic Community College at 
E4972 Jackson Road in Ironwood. 

The project to replace the original 
civic center started in early 2019 when 
record snowfall led to structural dam-
age. A temporary dome over the rink 
allowed for the 2019-2020 winter sea-
son, and with construction recently 
completed for a replacement facility 
that was designed to improve user ex-
perience. 

The updates include improved cli-
mate control, lighting and sound. A new 
concessions area includes lobby seat-
ing with a television showing the action 
on the ice, along with windows to ob-

serve skiers and tubers on nearby 
Mount Zion. 

The rink now has an upper level ob-
servation lounge for guests to watch 
the action on the rink from the comfort 
of a heated room behind plexiglass 
windows. The lobby and upper level 
rooms are available for meetings and 
events as is the entire facility for every-
thing from convention to sports events 
and concerts. 

The arena seating is now equipped 
with a handicap accessible elevator. It 
is there to assist people in wheelchairs 
or anyone who would have difficulty 
with the stairs to the spectator bleach-
ers area. 

The rink will also have open skating 
hours and skate rentals for the general 
public. Civic center employees are 
trained to sharpen ice skates and a 

digital jukebox will allow skaters to play 
their favorite music while having fun on 
the ice during open skating hours. 

The new amenities mean the facility 
may serve other functions from con-
certs and other entertainment events. 
The civic center is available for public 
rentals for reunions, wedding recep-
tions, conferences or any number of 
events that need anything from a small 
room to the entire arena space. 

The civic center is home of the Ice 
Crystals Figure Skating Club, which 
holds annual performances and 
events. The Polar Bear Hockey pro-
gram also uses the arena for youth 
hockey practices, regular season 
games and tournaments. 

For more information call 906-932-
0602 or visit the Pat O’Donnell Civic 
Center Facebook page. 

Pat O’Donnell Civic Center
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IRONWOOD 
Apostolic Lutheran. 326 W. Aurora. Sunday, 9:30 a.m. Sunday School, 

10 a.m.  Bible Study, 10:45 a.m. worship, Wednesday, Bible Study, 7 p.m. 
Assembly of God. 2100 E. Cloverland Drive. Worship, 10 a.m. 
Immanuel Lutheran (Missouri). Little Girl’s Point, Sunday worship, 2 

p.m on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month. 
Jehovah’s Witnesses. 1112 Superior. Sunday, public talk, 9:30 a.m., 

Watchtower study, 10:30 a.m. 
Lighthouse Faith Center. 301 E. Aurora; Sunday worship, 10 a.m.; 

Wednesday Bible study, 6:30 p.m. 
Our Lady of Peace Catholic. 108 S. Marquette. Saturday confession, 

3 p.m. to 3:45 p.m.; Mass, 4 p.m.; Sunday Mass, 8 and 11 a.m.  
St. John Lutheran (ELCA). E5071 Airport Road, Ironwood Township. 

Service on third Sunday of the month at 9 a.m. 
St. Paul Lutheran (ELCA). 111 S. Curry. Worship with Holy Communion, 

10 a.m., followed by Coffee Talk at 11 a.m. on the second and fourth Sun-
days of the month. 

St. Simon Eastern Orthodox. 226 E. Harding. Sunday, liturgy, 10 a.m. 
906-932-0674. 

Salem Lutheran (ELCA). 333 E. Aurora. Services first and third Sun-
days of the month, 9 a.m. 

Transfiguration, Episcopal. 336 E. Aurora. Sunday, 11 a.m., first Sun-
day of the month 

Trinity Lutheran (Missouri). E5104 Margaret. Sunday worship, 9 a.m.  
Wesley United Methodist. 500 E. McLeod. Sunday, service, 10 a.m. 

wesleyumcironwood.org. 
Woodland Church (Converge Baptist). N10234 Curry. Thursday Bible 

study, 9:30 a.m.; Sunday worship, 10 a.m.; fellowship to follow. 906-932-
1102 or woodlandcc.org. 

Zion Lutheran (ELCA). 100 W. Midland. Saturday praise worship, 5 
p.m; Sunday services, second and fourth Sundays of the month, 9 a.m. 

BERGLAND 
Calvary Baptist (Fundamental). Sunday, 11 a.m.; Wednesday prayer 

service, 7 p.m. 
St. Ann Catholic. Sunday, Mass, 11 a.m. 
Trinity Lutheran (Missouri). Sunday, 9 a.m.; Bible study, Tuesday, 6 

p.m. a.m. 906-575-3976. 
United Methodist. Sunday, 11 a.m. Communion first Sunday. 

BESSEMER 
Christ Community Church of SDA. 507 E. Cinnabar. Saturday, 11 a.m., 

Sabbath school, 9:30 a.m.; Wednesday prayer meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
Our Redeemer Lutheran (Missouri). E8223 Sanders Road. Sunday, 

worship, 10:30 a.m.; Bible studies, Wednesday, 6:30 pm.  
St. Sebastian Catholic. Saturday Mass, 4 p.m.; Sunday Mass, 8:30 a.m. 
Sharon Lutheran (ELCA). Sunday worship, 9:30 a.m. with fellowship 

following. 
BRUCE CROSSING 

Apostolic Lutheran. Sunday School, noon, worship, 1 p.m. Communion 
second Sunday. 

Bruce Crossing Bible. Sunday 10 a.m. EDT; adult Sunday school to 
follow. 

Bethany Lutheran (Wisconsin). Sunday worship service, 5 p.m.; Bible 
class, 6:45 p.m.   

EWEN 
First Lutheran (ELCA). First, second and fourth Sunday worship at 10 

a.m. Fellowship following worship. Part of New Evangelical Parish. 906-988-
2594. 

Sacred Heart Catholic. Mass 4 p.m. Saturday 
United Methodist. Sunday worship, 9:30 a.m. Communion, first Sun-

day. 

MICHIGAN

St. Mary’s church has several involved ministries: 
We have a group of dedicated lectors, Eucharistic ministers, altar 
servers and several lay ministers. We have an active communion  
distribution group for shut-ins and nursing homes and they provide 
many other ministries. 
We also have committed Pastoral and Finance Councils in place. 
We have an active Music Ministry, as well as a Religious Education, 
Youth Ministry and Adult Bible Study. 

St. Mary’s is a warm, welcoming, faith community. 

404 Iron Street, Hurley, Wisconsin 54534 • 715-561-2606

All Are Welcome - Worship With Us: 
Monday - 8am Communion Service 

Tuesday - 5:30pm Mass Saturday - 4pm Vigil Mass 
Wed., Thurs., Fri. - 8am Mass Sunday - 7am & 11am Mass 

Sunday - 8:45am Saxon, WI

Fr. Hrudaya Raju Sunkara
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GREENLAND 
United Methodist. Sunday worship, 11:30 a.m. 

MARENISCO 
St. Catherine’s Catholic. Sunday Mass, 1 p.m. 

MASS CITY 
St. Paul’s Lutheran. Sunday, 10:30 a.m. Weekly Communion. 

ONTONAGON 
Assembly of God. Sunday school, 9:45 a.m., Sunday worship, 10:45 a.m. 

and 6:30 p.m.; Wednesday, youth group and adult Bible study, 6:30 p.m. 
Holy Family Catholic. Michigan Avenue and Pine Street. Daily Masses: 

Monday, 9 a.m.; Tuesday, 6 p.m.; Wednesday, 9 a.m.; Thursday, 9 a.m.; Fri-
day, 9 a.m.; Sunday, 9 a.m.; confessions, Saturday, 11 a.m., and half an hour 
before each Mass.  

Redeemer Free Lutheran. Sunday worship, 9 a.m., Sunday school, 10:45 
a.m.; Wednesday, Bible study, 7 p.m. 

St. Paul Lutheran (Missouri). 107 E. River St. Sunday worship, 9 a.m.; 
Wednesday, Bible study, 10 a.m., church school, 3:30-5 p.m. 

Siloa Lutheran (ELCA). Sunday worship, 9 a.m.; church school, Wednes-
day, 3:30 p.m. 906-884-2655. 

United Methodist. Sunday, 9 a.m. 
PAYNESVILLE 

Our Saviour Lutheran (ELCA). Worship on third and fifth Sundays at 10 
a.m. Part of New Evangelical Parish. 906-988-2594. 

RAMSAY 
Cornerstone Christian. Sunday worship, 9:30 a.m., children’s church, 

following worship; Youth group on Wednesdays, 6 p.m. 
Grace Open Fellowship. 9 a.m., worship, 9:30 a.m.; Wednesday, Bible 

study, prayer meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
ROCKLAND 

St. Mary’s Catholic. Saturday: confessions, 5:30 p.m.; Mass on the first 
and third Saturdays, 6 p.m.  

St. Paul United Methodist. Sunday worship, 10:30 a.m. 
TROUT CREEK 

Assembly of God. Sunday worship, 10 a.m.; Sunday school, 9 a.m. 
Trinity Lutheran (ELCA). Rotating every third Sunday, 11 a.m. Part of 

New Evangelical Parish. 906-988-2594. 
United Presbyterian. Sunday worship, 11 a.m.; communion, first Sunday 

of the month. 
WAINOLA 

Lutheran. Saturday, 5 p.m. Communion, first and third Saturdays. 
WAKEFIELD 

All Saints Lutheran (ELCA). Sunday worship, 11:30 a.m. 
Calvary Baptist. Sunday school, 10 a.m., Sunday worship, 11 a.m.; af-

ternoon service, 1:30 p.m.; Wednesday, prayer and praise, 6:30 p.m. 
Immaculate Conception Catholic. Saturday Mass, 6 p.m.; Sunday 

Mass, 10:30 a.m. 
United Methodist. Sunday service, 12:30 p.m. 

WATERSMEET 
Immaculate Conception Catholic. Saturday Mass, 4 p.m.; Sunday 

Mass, 9:30 a.m. 
Watersmeet Bible Church. Sunday worship, 10:30 a.m. 

WHITE PINE 
Community United Methodist. Sunday, worship, 11 a.m. whitepinemi-

communityumc.org. 
St. Jude Catholic. Sunday mass, 6 p.m. on second and fourth Sundays. 

HURLEY 
First Presbyterian. Sunday, 9:30 a.m. worship, Sunday school and nurs-

ery.  
Havenwood Baptist. 501 Copper. Prayer, 9:30 a.m., Sunday school, 10 

a.m., services, 11 a.m., evening service, 6 p.m. 
Range Community Bible. Worship, 10 a.m. 
St. Mary’s Catholic. Saturday Mass, 4 p.m., Sunday Mass, 7 and 11 a.m., 

Tuesday, 5:30 p.m., Wednesday, 8 a.m., Thursday, 8 a.m., Friday, 8 a.m. 
St. Paul’s Lutheran (Wisconsin). Sunday school, 9:45 a.m.; worship, 11 

a.m.; Thursday adult Bible class, 5 p.m. 
KIMBALL 

Good Shepherd Community Apostolic Lutheran. Sunday worship 
10:30 a.m., Sunday Bible study 10 a.m. Communion first Sunday.  

LAND O’LAKES 
Hope Lutheran (Missouri). 1764 U.S. 45, just north of County B. Divine 

service, Sunday, 9:30 a.m.; Bible study, 8:15 a.m. on Sundays. 
Land O’ Lakes Bible. 5937 U.S. 45. Sunday school 9 a.m.; Sunday wor-

ship, 10 a.m.; Thursday Bible study 6 p.m. 715-547-3183. 
MERCER 

Community Church of Nazarene. Sunday, worship, 10 a.m. 
Faith Lutheran (Missouri). Saturday worship: 6 p.m. 
St. Isaac Jogues Catholic. Masses Sunday, 11 a.m.; Tuesday, 8:30 a.m. 
United Methodist. Worship in person or via Zoom, Sunday, 9:30 a.m. 

Email pierponm@hotmail.com for virtual invitation. 
Zion Lutheran (Wisconsin). Sunday, 9 a.m., Bible class, 4:45 pm Tues-

day. 
PRESQUE ISLE 

Bethel Lutheran (Missouri). Sunday, 11 a.m. 
St. Rita’s Catholic. Friday mass; 9 a.m., Saturday, confessions, 3:30 

p.m., Mass, 4 p.m.; Sunday Mass (summers only), 9 a.m. 
SAXON 

St. Ann’s Catholic. Sunday Mass, 8:45 a.m.  
WINCHESTER 

Living Hope. Sunday, 9:30 a.m.; Thursday, Bible study, 7 p.m.

Our Lady of Peace 
Catholic Church

Our Lady of Peace 
Catholic Church

108 S. Marquette St., Ironwood, MI 
906-932-0174                        olopmi.org

Daily & Weekend Mass Schedule 
Saturday at 4 pm  •  Sunday at 8 & 11 am 

Tuesday at 5 pm  •  Wednesday - Friday at 8 am

WISCONSIN

Members • salemlutheranironwood.com 
ELCA • zionlutheranchurchironwood.org

Salem - 1st & 3rd Sundays at 9am 
Wednesday Supper (5pm) and 

a Service at (5:30pm) 
333 E. Aurora St., Ironwood, MI 

 
Zion - 2nd & 4th Sundays at 9am 
Praise Service Saturday at 5pm 

100 W. Midland St., Ironwood, MI

Salem - 1st & 3rd Sundays at 9am 
Wednesday Supper (5pm) and 

a Service at (5:30pm) 
333 E. Aurora St., Ironwood, MI 

 
Zion - 2nd & 4th Sundays at 9am 
Praise Service Saturday at 5pm 

100 W. Midland St., Ironwood, MI

Worship with Us ~ Services will be Live Streamed 
on our Websites and Facebook pages

Salem & Zion Lutheran Churches Salem & Zion Lutheran Churches 
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November 
Open skating offered Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays from 

6:30-8:30 p.m. Pat O’Donnell Civic Center, Ironwood Town-
ship. 

Michigan Firearm deer season: Nov. 15-30, 
michigan.gov/deer. 

Wisconsin firearm deer season: Nov. 19-27, 
dnr.wi.gov/topic/hunt/deer.html 

17 — Old Depot Tree Lighting Ceremony at Depot Park, 
Ironwood, 6 p.m. 

19 — Hurley Booster Club Christmas Craft Fair, Hurley K-
12 School. 

19 — Ewen Christmas Bazaar, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m., Ewen Trout 
Creek School. 

20 — Historic Ironwood Theatre film, "Clifford the Big Red 
Dog," 2 p.m., Ironwood. 

24 — Minocqua Turkey Trot 5K Run/Walk. The Turkey Trot 
begins and ends at the Evangelical Free Church in Woodruff, 
Wis. The facility is perfect for hosting the event with warm 
areas for social distancing and convenient restrooms. 

25 — 34rd annual Christmas Walk, 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. Fea-
tures a visit from Santa and Mrs. Claus carolers, tree lighting, 
sleigh rides and treats for shoppers at the stores. Downtown 
Boulder Junction. boulderjct.org 

26 — Historic Ironwood Theatre, "Daybreak," Warren Miller 
Ski film, 5 p.m. 

26 — Craft show at the Konteka, White Pine. 
 

December 
1 — Snowmobile trails open in Michigan, weather permit-

ting. 
2 — First Friday in Downtown Ironwood. Businesses open 

late with kick-off to NoEl market and Jack Frost Festival 
events. 

2 — St. Vincent DePaul Customer Appreciation Day, 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m.  

2-3—NoEl Market and activities, ice carving contest, ven-
dors, music, Downtown City Square, Ironwood. 

2-4 — “Hometown Christmas” in Ontonagon. Parade, com-
munity tree trimming, dance, crafts and fireworks. 

3 — Ontonagon Chamber Christmas craft fair, 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. 

3 — Christmas at the Crossing, Settler’s Depot Gallery in 
Bruce Crossing. 

3 — Ironwood Carnegie Library Story Walk, "Snowmen at 
night." 

3 — Jack Frost Raffle drawing, between 2 and 3 p.m. 
3 — Santa and Mrs. Clause visit the Incredible Bank in Iron-

wood, 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. 
3 — Northwoods Winter Wonderland celebration in Mercer, 

Wis. Features: Candy Cane Parade, 3:30 p.m.; Wreathing of 
Claire de Loon and tree lighting ceremony following the pa-
rade; Santa's workshop with kids crafts, letters to Santa, and 

more, from 4:30 to 6 p.m.; European Christmas market from 
3 to 7 p.m. at the Pines Restaurant. Visit MercerCC.com for 
more information. 

3 — Ironwood Carnegie Library open house from 5 to 6 
p.m., features cookies and hot cider. 

3 — Garland City of the North Christmas parade, 4:30 p.m., 
Ashland.  

3 — Northern Elves' Santa Dash, 5:30 p.m., Aurora Street, 
Ironwood. Registration at library. 

3 — Jack Frost Festival of Lights parade 6 p.m., downtown 
Ironwood. 

3 — Gogebic Range Concert Band, Historic Ironwood The-
atre, 7:15 p.m. 

3-4 — Bears & Blades PeeWee hockey tournament, Pat 
O'Donnell Civic Center, Ironwood. 

4 — Ironwood middle and high school bands holiday con-
cert, Historic Ironwood Theatre, 2 p.m. 

9 — Chamber Singers Christmas concert, 7 p.m., Our Lady 
of Peace Church, Ironwood. 

Calendar of Events

winter fun 22-23b.qxp_Layout 1  10/26/22  10:46 AM  Page 42



 Winter Fun & Dining Guide – Page 43

10 — Chequamegon Symphony Orchestra, Northland Col-
lege, Ashland, 7:30 p.m.  

10 — Luther L. Wright Accent! and Ayer Street Voices 
choirs' Holiday Show, 7 p.m. Historic Ironwood Theatre. 

9-11 — "Fire on the Hill" snocross racing at Mt. Zion. mid-
westsnocross.com. 

11 — Chamber Singers Christmas concert, 7 p.m., Our 
Lady of Peace Church, Ironwood. 

14 — Tree of Love lighting, 6 p.m, Aspirus Ironwood Hos-
pital 

17-18 — "Christmas Around The World" Historic Ironwood 
Theatre Christmas show, 7 p.m. on Saturday, 2 p.m. on Sun-
day. 

Dec. 17-Feb. 19 — Turtle River Pursuit virtual event. A 22k 
race broken down into an 11k classic and 11k skate segment. 
meccatrails.com. 

Dec. 17-Feb. 19 — Mercer Springs Snowshoe Tour, a non-
timed recreational event on MECCA Trails. meccatrails.com. 

26 — Historic Ironwood Theatre film "Santa Claus 3: The 
Escape Clause," 1 p.m. 

29 — Winter Family Play Day, Mercer, Wis., 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Features horse-drawn sleigh rides, scavenger hunts, 
crafts and more. Discovery Center 

Dec. 31-Jan. 1 — ISO Pro Vintage Snowmobile Race at 
the Gogebic County Fairgrounds, Ironwood, practice runs on 
Dec. 30. ironwoodsnowmobileolympus.com. (tentative as of 
publication date) 

 
January 

6-8 — Sisu Ski Fest, races start at ABR Trails and finish at 

Ironwood's Downtown City Square. sisuskifest.com. 
7 — North Lakeland Discovery Center interpretive snow-

shoe on the MECCA Trails. discoverycenter.net. 
7-8 — Snowmobile Olympus. Pro-Vintage snowmobile rac-

ing and TRL races, Gogebic County Fairgrounds, Ironwood, 
practice runs Jan. 6, ironwoodsnowmobileolympus.com. (ten-
tative as of publication date) 

14 — Willy’s Still Ice Fishing tournament, Island Lake, 8 
a.m.-5 p.m. 

15 — Boulder Junction Snowmobile Club breakfast, 8:30 
to 11 a.m., Goochs 2, Boulder Junction. 

16-21 — Mercer Sno-Goers Winter Blast, mercersnogo-
ers.com. 

28 — “Light Up the Night” Christmas tree burning, Norrie 
Amateur Sports Club, Ironwood, 7 p.m. 

28 — MECCA Trails Winterfest live races, including 30k 
and 15k classic and skate formats, and a 5k race. mecca-
trails.com. 

 
February 

4 — North Lakeland Discovery Center moonshoe walk on 
the MECCA Trails. discoverycenter.net. 

18 — Book Across the Bay, 6 p.m., 10K Classic and 
skate skiing event, travels from Ashland to Washburn. 
batb.org. 

18 — Mercer Lions Club Ice Fishing Jamboree, Mercer 
Community Center. 

18 — Glades of Glory Race, Whitecap Mountains Resort. 
24 — North Lakeland Discovery Center owl prowl on the 

MECCA Trails. discoverycenter.net.
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The Hurley area offers a variety of recreational opportuni-
ties, including hunting, fishing, snowmobiling, snowboarding, 
snow shoeing, tubing, skating, cross country and downhill 
skiing, hiking and more. 

Hurley and surrounding communities were established in 
the late 1800s, when mining and logging were a way of life. 
Now a tourist destination, the area is known for fun, food 
and friends. Even on the coldest, snowiest of days, there is 
plenty of scenic, outdoor activity to keep anyone busy. 

One new feature this year will be a Fun, Frost & Family 
Event on Dec. 10 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Hurley K-12 
School. It will include craft vendors, refreshments and more. 
Pictures with Santa will be one option from noon to 3 p.m. 
There also will be a drop-off site for Iron County Community 
Cares. 

Ice fishing is available at multiple sites in the greater Hur-
ley area. One option is Saxon Harbor, which is located along 
the shoreline of Lake Superior and is beautiful at any time of 
year. Northern Iron County also has an abundance of inland 
lakes. The Gile Flowage alone spans over 3,380 acres with 
a maximum depth of 27 feet. The flowage is home to wall-
eye, smallmouth bass, muskie, northern pike, crappie, 
bluegill and perch. Ice fishing tournaments are family-

friendly activities wherein lifelong memories can be made. 
The Hurley Area Chamber of Commerce promotes local 

activities and provides maps to guide visitors through miles 
of area trails, both motorized and non-motorized. The cham-
ber website, hurleywi.com, offers a complete, up-to-date cal-
endar of events. For additional details, follow the chamber 
on Facebook and Instagram. 

Visit the chamber office at 316 W. Silver St., or call 715-
561-4334.

Hurley Area Chamber of Commerce

As the “Loon Capital of the World,” 
Mercer is no stranger to tourists. But 
even though the area’s thousands of 
loons spend the chilliest months in tropi-
cal sites, the town continues to offer a 
wide variety of events through the winter 
for visitors and residents alike. 

The Mercer Chamber of Commerce 
will host a day of Christmas holiday ac-
tivities on Dec. 3, including the traditional 
placing of a wreath around the town’s 
Claire D’ Loon statue next to the cham-
ber office on U.S. 51. On the same day, 
the Northwoods Winter Wonderland cel-
ebration will consist of several activities 
in the afternoon and early evening. A 
3:30 p.m. Candy Cane Christmas pa-
rade will move down the main street. Af-
terward, the Mercer Area Community 
Center will feature Santa’s Workshop, 
which will include a visit from Santa and 
Mrs. Claus, kids’ crafts and goodie bags, 
and cookies and hot beverages. 

Mercer features about 105 lakes and 
a large portion of the Turtle-Flambeau 
Flowage. These bodies of water provide 
great opportunities for year-round fishing 
and related tournaments. 

Ice fishing tournaments are popular 
events in the Northwoods. The Mercer 
Lions Ice Fishing Jamboree will be held 
Feb. 18 on Grand Portage Lake. Food, 
beverages, raffles and games also will 
be available at the community center. On 
Feb. 25, the Turtle-Flambeau Flowage 
Ice Fishing Tournament will be held at 
Donner’s Bay Resort on the Flowage. 
Cash prizes will be given for the largest 
fish in several categories. Raffles, food 
and beverages will complete the day. 

The Mercer Public Library also offers 
a winter respite with its charming reading 
room, which includes a fireplace and soft 
seating. 

For more information, visit 
mercercc.com or call 715-476-2389. 

Mercer Chamber of Commerce

Wisconsin Winter Fun
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• Graduations  • Weddings  • Showers  
• Gatherings  • Reunions 

Light Breakfast & Lunch Items 

COFFEE, BAKERY, HOME DECOR, 
CATERING & MORE

715-561-5500

Sharons
122 Silver Street, Hurley, WI 54534

Eat, Drink,
Gather

Family Restaurant

106 E. Cloverland Dr., Ironwood, MI 906-932-0555

• Homemade Specials Every Day • American & Italian Dishes
• Homemade Hand-Dipped Fish Fry Friday

FOOD SO GOOD, YOU’LL THINK WE STOLE YOUR MAMA!
~Take Outs Available~   CLOSED MONDAYS & TUESDAYS

www.mikesironwood.com
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Open Wed.-Sat. at 4pm 
Closest full service restaurant 
to Copper Peak, Black River 
Harbor and Little Girls Point 

N11582 Black River Rd., Bessemer, MI • 906-364-7477

Fried Chicken, Burgers, Pasta & the 
Best Fish Fry in the Northwoods
Fried Chicken, Burgers, Pasta & the 
Best Fish Fry in the Northwoods

(Next to Powderhorn Village)

Open to the Public - 906-224-3071

WAKEFIELD VFW - Post 9084

ATM 
AVAILABLE HERE

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK - 10AM to CLOSE 
107 East US Hwy 2 - Wakefield, MI - 

Right next to 
Sunday Lake! 
LEGAL ACCESS 

BY SNOWMOBILE

OPEN WED. & THURS. AT 3PM. 
SERVING BREAKFAST FRI., SAT. & SUN. STARTING AT 9AM 

~SPECIALS~ 
Homemade Soups, Pasties & Specialty Sandwiches 

Pressure Fried Chicken - Homemade Italian Pastas & Pizzas
Fri. Night - Haddock, Perch, Blue Gill & Shrimp 

Sat. Night - Roasted Prime Rib  
Homemade Soup & Salad, Sides & Fresh Italian bread with all Specials & Dinners

Hwy. 77, Iron Belt, WI (7 short miles W. Hurley)   715-561-5515 
On Trail 77 - Gas Available

Home of the famous silk panties shots!Home of the famous silk panties shots!

Joany’sJoany’s
SidekicksSidekicks

Carry Out • Dine In • Catering • Online Ordering  – Delivery by Iron Bay Delivery

TUES. - FRI.  11AM-6PM,  SAT. 11AM-4PM     MENU AVAILABLE ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE 
113 South Suffolk St., Ironwood, MI 49938            906-285-7138 

The Eatery is bringing Big Bold Flavors and 
Charming Hospitality to Historic Downtown Ironwood…  

Our Products are Locally Sourced, 
Hand Crafted and Prepared with Passion.  

WE OFFER CHEF INSPIRED…  
Signature Paninis • Superior Deli Sandwiches 

Wraps • Homemade Soups • Fresh Salads 

Daily & Weekly Specials, Events, Catering and More…  

Our Menu is Influenced & Created by Our Life… 
Live with Love, Walk with Peace, Eat with Passion 
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OPEN DAILYOPEN DAILY

Trail Access Right To Our Door

SERVING BREAKFAST DAILY                                  FRIDAY FISH FRY • DAILY SPECIALS 

205 Ash Street, Bergland, Michigan                             906-575-3581205 Ash Street, Bergland, Michigan                             906-575-3581

New 
Owners

Open 
Daily

• Boat Access 
• UTV Access 
• On-site Gas 
• Club Keno 
• Pull Tabs 
WELCOME 
Boaters, UTVs, 
Snowmobilers, 
Motorcyclists &  

Fishermen
N11071 E. Shore Road  ~  Marenisco, MI 49947  ~  www.therootcellarresort.com  ~  906-813-1600

The Best Kept Secret on Lake Gogebic 
Bar - Dining - Lodging

84 N. St., Hwy. M-28, Bergland, MI                  Dine In or Take Out • 906-365-5227

“Smokin’ Hot Perfection” Southern Style BBQ Restaurant & Brew

Bergland/Lake Gogebic Welcomes YouBergland/Lake Gogebic Welcomes You
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• Full Menu • Drinks • Free Wifi 
• RV Sites w/Full Hook-ups • Clothing • Gas 

FURTHEST WEST BAR IN EASTERN TIME ZONE 
Your Hosts: George & Carolyn Maves 

Merriweather, MI 49949 • (906) 575-5555

Hoop ‘N Holler 
Tavern 

On Beautiful Lake Gogebic

VOTED People’s Choice  
#1 “Best Pit Stop” & 

Best Area Restaurant 
on Trip Advisor

314 Hall St., Marenisco 906-787-2463

Marenisco Township, with a land and water area of approximately 
330 square miles, is located in Gogebic County in the western 
Upper Peninsula of Michigan and is the second largest township 
in the state of Michigan.   
Large tracts of land within the township are located in the Ottawa 
National Forest and in Commercial Forest Reserve and allows pub-

lic access to well over a 
hundred thousand acres 
of these resources. 

Welcome    
to

OPEN YEAR ROUND

BAIT & TACKLE STORE – OPEN 8AM-8PM EST 
~ Call for earlier or later times~

PHONE: (906) 575-3542
• Ice Fishing 
   Snowmobile Rentals 
• Snowmobile 
   Trail Permits 
• Trail Access 
• Deluxe Fishing Boat & 
   Pontoon Rentals 
• Walleye Guide Service 
• Free WIFI

• Ice & Firewood 
• Pets Welcome 
• Centrally Located to all 
   Trails and Waterfalls, 
   Including Popular 
   Attractions and Events 
• Less than a minutes 
   from Fuel, Restaurants, 
   Boat Landing and more

34275 Hwy 28, Bergland, MI 49910 
Email: fishhuntstay@thetimberresort.com 

www.thetimbersresort.com

JANE CARLSON-BALLONE 
Michigan/Wisconsin REALTOR 

Main: (906) 285-2082 
Office: (906) 932-5406  Fax: (906) 932-3303 

janeballoneres@gmail.com 
527 N. Lake Street, Ironwood, MI 49938 

upnorthproperty.com
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